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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Chairman’s Report – Brian Gadd 

Up in Minnesota, we have been enjoying 
some unseasonably warm temperatures 
extending our riding season.  October 18th is 
projected to reach 72° which is not 
commonly achieved this late in October.  
Still the overnight temps remind me that the 
riding season will soon end.  I think this 
weekend, I will give my motorcycle a bath 

and some wax to prepare for its hibernation.  
About a week after the posting of the summer newsletter, I 
learned that South Dakota State Representative Keith 
Schroeder, was killed in a single motorcycle accident.  Two 
services were held for Keith, one in Hot Springs, South 
Dakota and another in Grand Forks, North Dakota. I was 
able to attend the service in Grand Forks, to pay my 
respects. It was well attended and was a beautiful service.   
We also lost Blue Knight members Clint Elmore, Tim “Stich” 
Eddings and Brandon Young, during the past 3 months.  
There may be others, but those are the members I am 
aware of.  As a reminder, remember that if your chapter 
loses a member to Heaven I, in addition to notifying 

International, please 
notify a member of the 
MWRC board or 
webmaster Wayne 
Schwartz, as we also 
keep a listing on our 
webpage. 
 
The Fall MWRC was 
held in West Des 
Moines, Iowa on 
September 9th – 12th.  
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Iowa III did an outstanding job and rumor has it a good time was had by all. I even managed to win a 
50/50 drawing!  The weather was great the entire weekend.  On Friday, I took a trip up to Spirit Lake, 
IA to visit the Indian Motorcycle factory.      Unfortunately, they were not doing tours yet due to covid, 
but I was able to get in the factory store to buy some merchandise. 

  
The business meeting was held 
on Saturday morning with 17 of 
32 chapters represented.  I am 
happy to report that we had bids 
for the Fall of 2022 and the 
Spring of 2023.  The Fall 2022 
MWRC will be hosted by 
Missouri X and the Spring 2023 
MWRC will be hosted by Iowa VI.  
My thanks to those chapters for 

stepping up. The Fall 2023 is still open for bids.  Perhaps your chapter will submit one during the Spring 
2022 MWRC business meeting in Grand Forks, North Dakota on June 11th, 2022. 
 
I didn’t go on the escorted ride to the John Wayne Museum in Winterset after the meeting, but I was 
told of several violations of our Standing Rule # 6 which states: “All participants in parades or group 
rides, at any Blue Knights® Midwest Regional Conference event, must wear an approved 
motorcycle helmet”.  I would be remiss as Chairman if I did not point this out to the membership.  We 
have not had a problem with this in the past and there is no reason to start now.  If you don’t want to 
wear a helmet, simply find your own way to the destination and meet the group there. A complete listing 
of our Standing Rules can be found here:  http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com/standingrules.html 
On September 25th, Nebraska II (Omaha), held a party celebrating their 25th chapter anniversary.  I had 
the pleasure of riding to the event to celebrate with them.  MWRC Sec / Treasurer Tom Luellen, also 
attended.  The party was preceded by a beautiful ride through the western Iowa / eastern Nebraska 
countryside. The weather was fantastic. 
Check out the Mid-West Conference web page for information on upcoming events as well as other 
conference related matters.   http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com/events.html 
Hope to see you in North Dakota in June!  
 
Ride with Pride! 
Brian Gadd, Chairman 
Mid-West Regional Conference 
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VICE-CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Hello All, 
 
Well, believe it or not, we are already into October and for many of us in the MWRC 
Conference, riding season is about over for 2021. Please remember to properly 
winterize and store your motorcycles for the winter to avoid problems in the spring. 
Some good ideas are to fill your fuel tanks and then pour some stabilizer in them. 

Once you put the stabilizer in the tanks run the engine for approximately 5 minutes to get the stabilizer 
into the engine. I also put the motorcycle on a lift to get the tires off the concrete and then put them to 
bed by covering the motorcycle. 
 
Since I have been your Vice Chairman, I have attended the International meeting in Prescott, AZ and 
our MWRC Fall Conference in West Des Moines IA. Both venues were amazing and great job to the 
hosting chapters. A huge thank you to MO X for their bid to host the 2022 Fall Conference in St. Joseph, 
MO and Iowa VI for their bid to host the Spring 2023 Conference in Rathburn, Iowa. We are still looking 
for a chapter to host the 2023 Fall Conference.  
 
In reference to the Board of Governors Facebook page, this is a closed page. Each chapter may have 
one member access the page. The member should be the Chapter President, Vice President or Past 
President. I know that many chapters have elections coming up and if these positions change within 
your chapter, the chapter presidents need to make notifications by a phone call, text message or email 
to make the changes on the Facebook page.    
 
Ride with Pride! 
Bobby Clark, Vice Chairman 
Mid-West Regional Conference 
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SECRETARY - TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
 
Greetings from SW Missouri. Fall is just beginning to show its face here with the first 
hint of color change. It was hot and dry this summer so we’re not anticipating the 
vibrant colors we’ve seen before. Hopefully we’ll be pleasantly surprised.  
 
An update for those who couldn’t be in Des Moines. There was the possibility of a 

delay in the HQ renovation project so I had to put off ordering the sidewalk brick that the membership 
approved in June. That delay did not happen; in fact, the brick sales have been extended into next year. 
I’ve made the order but won’t have any artwork to publish until then. Stay tuned. Des Moines was also 
the first meeting for newly appointed Vice Chair Bobby Clark. Welcome to the hot seat! Thanks to IA 3 
for putting on a good event with great weather and some good riding.  
 
Brian Gadd and I attended NE II’s 25th anniversary party a couple weeks ago. Congrats to them on that 
milestone and thanks for a nice day riding through the scenic Iowa countryside.  
 
As you may know, the next three MWRC’s are spoken for: Spring ’22 in Grand Forks, ND, Fall ’22, in 
St. Joe, MO, and Spring ’23 in southeast IA. The next open one is Fall ’23, please think about bidding 
to host. I understand that, if you’ve never hosted one, it may seem like a monumental task. But it’s 
really not. It’s actually quite rewarding. If you have questions or need guidance, feel free to contact your 
favorite board member or any other chapter who’s hosted one. No one will steer you wrong.  
 
As usual, I’ll remind you that each chapter owes the conference dues each year, $1.00 per member 
with a cap at $25.00. There are still a small number of chapters who haven’t paid this year. You can 
mail me at check at the address below.  
 
As I said above, fall is here. I suspect that some parts of the MWRC are already staring winter in the 
face. Chapters are planning holiday parties, maybe with a charitable goal in mind. (If so, don’t forget to 
report any donations via the link on the International website.) Those of you still on the job are looking 
at Shop With a Cop type events. (I actually miss participating in those.) Maybe your chapter rides in a 
Toys for Tots. Whichever of those apply to you, good on ya! Here’s wishing all of you a great holiday 
season and best wishes to your families.  
 
Until then, see you in the spring when we can Ride With Pride! 
 
 
 
Tom Luellen 
MWRC Sec/Treas.  
2733 E. Battlefield St. Ste. 154 
Springfield, MO 65804 
417-860-2633 
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INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 
 
 
Since the last newsletter, I represented the conference at two International Board of 
Directors’ (BOD) meetings via Zoom, on July 17th, 2021 and September 15th, 2021.  
As well as the Fall MWRC meeting in Des Moines, IA.  I also attended the Fall 
Southern Regional Conference in Helen, GA.     
 
During the July BOD meeting: Maggie Gallant, widow of Founding Father Ed Gallant, 

was approved as an International Honorary Member.  The International Webmaster advised that 
several chapters have exceed their allotment of stored emails on the international corporate email.  You 
need to empty your inboxes, sent boxes, and trash before you can receive any other mail. 
 
Election Committee Chairman Bob Awtrey, submitted a report advising: There were 449 members who 
did not have an email listed. There were 22 members who were still using their departmental email 
address. There were 795 email addresses that “bounced back” as not valid and they did not get a ballot. 
There were 396 emails sent to the help desk, mostly because the member had deleted the original 
email or obtained a new email address. Totals were as follows: 15,539 ballots sent to members who 
could vote, with 5,589 actual votes cast. Total ballots sent to North America: 12,430 with 4,265 votes 
cast (34% response); Total ballots sent to Europe: 3,109 with 1,324 votes cast (42% response). 
 
The Headquarters Committee advised that the ramp and porch at headquarters, is being replaced 
($34,866.70).  The Brick Fundraiser will continue through the end of the year due to the installation not 
being able to be done until spring.  The plans for adding an addition to headquarters to house a museum 
are on indefinite hold until the cost of construction goes back to normal. 
 
The Board of Governors is still looking for bids for the 2023 International Convention. 
 
Proposal 2021-0004: A procedural change to make the Motions Book and Procedures Manuals on the 
International Website accessible to all members. Passed unanimously.  
 
Proposal 2021-0005: That the construction of the Blue Knights headquarters addition, designed to 
house storage and museum space, be put on hold. (Withdrawn due to a commitment by this board not 
to move forward until prices return to normal.) 
 
Proposal 2021-0006: To amend a motion previously submitted by Pat Fox, voted on, and approved as 
it relates to the issuance of international membership longevity awards, i.e. 20 year pin. The proposal 
would remove “continuous” service from the language, thus allowing a break in membership.  Failed 
unanimously.  
 
At the September 15th BOD: An office Policy and Procedure Manual committee was formed.  An $800 
expenditure was approved for an advertisement in the FOP magazine, which passed unanimously. 
 
There was a discussion on the conduct of International Honorary Col. Alan West after the arrest of his 
wife for DUI.  It was determined that he would not be submitted for renewal, rather than start the process 
of an Article X investigation. 
 
There have been issues with the dye on some of the vests, so Jana is looking into obtaining a better-
quality vest through the vendor. 
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The final expense report for the International in New York was tabled until the next BOD Meeting.  
 
The next BOD meeting will be 12/04/2021 @ 12:00 Noon Eastern Time with an Agenda Deadline 
of 11/03/2021 @ 4:00PM Eastern Time. 
 
As always, don’t hesitate to contact me if you need something. 
 
Ride with Pride, 
 
Doug Casteel, MWRC International Representative 
(314) 412-4449 
mwrc.rep@blueknights.org 
 
 
 
 
 

WEB MASTER REPORT 
 

 
As we approach the end of October we are also coming to the end of motorcycle riding 
for most of the conference areas. Winter and that dreaded winter white stuff will soon be 
upon us. Deadwood, SD got about a foot of 
snow last night! So it gives us time to look 

to the computer and web pages for information on where to go next 
year. Our web site is being looked at quite a bit. New information 
was recently posted for the upcoming 2022 Fall Conference being 
hosted by MO X in St Joseph, MO. There is both hotel and 
registration information listed. This includes the fillable 
Registration Form. And don’t forget the 2022 Spring Conference 
in Grand Forks, ND being hosted by ND I. Their hotel and 
registration information is also posted and also includes their 
fillable Registration Form. ND I has always given us outstanding 
conferences and I’m sure they won’t disappoint next June! Get 
your registrations in as soon as possible to help support these 
chapters that stepped up to sponsor these conferences. Stay safe 
and healthy out there and get vaccinated!! And don’t forget to get 
your flu shots too! Until next time, watch out for the “other guy” 
and as always, 
 
Ride with Pride! 
 
Wayne Schwartz 
wayneschwartz@comcast.net 
MWRC Webmaster 
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SAFETY OFFICER REPORT 
 

 
Looking cool should not be your top priority when riding your bike.  No 
matter how hot it is outside, shorts, tee-shirts, and sandals are not proper 
riding attire. 
 
You should never ride without wearing an approved DOT approved 
helmet.  You should wear glasses or some type of eye protection. And 
you should wear gloves to protect your hands. 

 
1) STAY IN YOUR COMFORT ZONE: 

Know your abilities and make sure you stay within them.  Make sure you and your bike are a fit 
for each other. Know your controls, where they are without looking and how to use them. 
 

2) INSPECT YOUR BIKE BEFORE YOU RIDE: 
Some things you should check every time, before you ride include tire pressure, tire wear, mirrors 
and lights. Look for loose or missing bolts and fluid leaks. 
 

3) USE YOUR HEAD: 
You cannot solely count on your mirrors, turn your head and look what’s going on around you. 
Look where you want to go. 
 

4) WATCH THE ROADWAY: 
Pay attention to the road surface.  Watch curves and be vigilant of gravel, sand or other debris 
on the roadway. Watch painted lines and for fluids on the roadway especially around stop signs 
and lights. 
 

5) FIND YOUR HAPPY SPACE: 
Be in the right state of mind when you are riding. Don’t ride when you are drowsy or distracted. 
Even if you are angry your mind and emotions may interfere with your ability to concentrate on 
riding. 
 

6) KNOW THE FORCAST: 
Bad weather can spoil a ride.  Wet and icy roads multiply the danger when you are on two 
wheels. Sleet, hail and even rain hurts when you are riding. 
 

7) TWO IS A CROWD? 
Is your bike comfortable for a passenger? Is it comfortable for you?  If you have a passenger,  
does you passenger have the correct riding gear? 
 

8) WATCH OUT FOR MOTORCYCLES: 
Just because you are riding a motorcycle does not mean other motorcycles are easier to see.  
Double check for other bikes especially when you are riding in a group. 
 

9) RIDE WITH PRIDE: 
Motorcycles are often overlooked and some regard riders as second-class citizens, (if you ride 
you must be a 1%er). Avoid road rage, ride with courtesy, and awareness. Represent 
motorcycles in a positive light.  Wear appropriate riding gear, relax (but not too much) and enjoy 
the ride.  
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UPDATE ON THE 

2022 SPRING MWRC 
 
 
 

Greetings Blue Knights 
 
North Dakota I invites you to join us in June of 2022 on the 
plains of the Red River Valley.  The Spring 2022 Conference, 
will be held in Grand Forks, North Dakota, June 10th,11th, and 
12th.  We have secured an outstanding venue, The Canad 
Inn, https://www.canadinns.com/stay/grand-forks.  This 
venue offers five restaurants, three bars, a water park, 
gaming and an arcade.  The hotel room cost is $89.00 a night.  
Registration is $95.00 through May 9th, 2022 then goes to 
$100.00. A fill in the blank registration form is available on the 
MWRC Webpage.  Be sure to mention Blue Knights when 
making reservations, (701) 772-8404.   
 
T-shirts will be offered for purchase at $20.00 each.  The 
event will include meals, rides, raffles, social gatherings, 
relaxation and fun.  The details on all of these event items will 

be provided with the registration information.  We have also secured a professional pin striper to be on 
location, should you wish to “beautify” your bike, or any other items.   
 
For those that are interested, you may join a guided group ride on Sunday the 12th, to the International 
Peace Gardens, https://peacegarden.com (weather permitting, also no COVID restrictions).  This ride 
will be departing in the morning, exact time to be determined.  The ride is 200 miles each way from 
Grand Forks.  You will need a 
passport to enter and exit the park.  
The admission fee is $20.00.  
 
There is a KOA campground very 
near the hotel for those that prefer to 
camp.   
 
We look forward to hosting you in our 
home city.   
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE’S 
 
 
Iowa:   Dave Eyman  BKIARep@gmail.com 
Kansas:   Jim Miller   jimmiller@jim-san.com 
Manitoba:   Peter Savinkoff  tundrapjs@shaw.ca 
Minnesota:  Chris Boerner   cboerner9@aol.com  
Missouri:   Don Tyes    bigdude@stjoelive.com 
Nebraska:   Frank Bergmark     bikerbergs@charter.net 
North Dakota:  Mike Knoop   mknoop@srt.com 
Oklahoma:   Tom Ashing    tomashing@cox.net  
South Dakota:  Dave Thorsgaard   dg17thor@midco.net  
 

 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 

 
Before each newsletter, I send out a request to each of the State Representatives asking them to send 
me an article for the Mid-Knight News.  This time, I only had three state representatives answer the 
request.    
 
 
IOWA: 
  

 
 
KANSAS: 
 

 
MANITOBA: 
 

 
MINNESOTA: 
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MISSOURI: 
 
I hope everyone had a great time at the Fall Conference September 9th, 2021, in West Des Moines, IA. 
Iowa III did an outstanding job.  Training was provided for trikes during the conference by our Safety 
Officer Rick McCrea.  The weather was great and the food was excellent.  Best of all, old friends were 
united again to share stories and laughs.    Missouri Blue Knights were represented by members from 
Missouri I, Missouri III, and Missouri X.  The next stop is the Spring MWRC in Grand Forks, ND,  June 
10th  - 12th , 2022.  Hotel reservations can be made at the Canad Inn, 1000 South 42nd Street, Grand 
Forks, ND 58201. Telephone # 701-772-8404. 

 
The Fall MWRC 

2022 
Conference was 
awarded to 
Missouri X, in 
St. Joseph, 
Missouri.  The 
dates are 
September 15th  
– 18th, 2022.  The conference will be held at The Stoney 

Creek Hotel and Conference Center, 1201 North Woodbine Road, St. Joseph, MO 64506.  The room 
rate is $99.00 for double Queen or King. 
Registration rate is $89.00 per person 
which includes two dinners, unlimited 
adult beverages, snacks, and 
participation in the Fallen Officers 
Memorial Ride, Saturday, September 
17th.  T-shirts are $10.00 with 
registration. Fillable registration forms 
are available on the MWRC webpage 
and there is a link on the MWRC 
Facebook page. Call the hotel at 816-
901-9600 today to reserve your room. 
You can contact me at 816-261-7959 if 
you incur any hotel or registration 
problems. We are looking forward to 
having you visit our city. 
 
“Ride with Pride” 
Donald R. Tyes, President, MO X 
Missouri State Representative 
 
 

NEBRASKA: 
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NORTH DAKOTA: 
 
North Dakota II held a fund raiser ride for the program formerly known as Shop with a Cop. This will 
help the kids with their Christmas needs and wishes. 
 
Keep next spring’s conference in mind as North Dakota I will be hosting it in Grand Forks.  For those 
who have not ventured north to God’s country, you are missing out on a good time.  Check it out and 
plan on coming north, that is to North Dakota! 
 
Mike Knoop 
North Dakota State Representative 
 
 
 
OKLAHOMA:  
 

 
 
SOUTH DAKOTA: 
 
Greetings from South Dakota I. My name is Dave Thorsgaard, the new State Representative  for South 
Dakota, after Keith Schroeder, our Brother and good friend, transferred to Heaven One at the end of 
July. Keith lost his life while doing what we all enjoy, riding! I know I have some large shoes to fill but I 
can only hope I can do as well as Keith did with his passion for the Blue Knights. 
 
After Keith’s death, things around here were a little different but still busy. Of course, the Sturgis Rally 
took off to full swing in August and many of us were part of that, whether working or just enjoying all 
the different people here to enjoy our beautiful Black Hills. 
 
September was great riding weather, though some of us had jury duty and had to plan accordingly, but 
we still got some miles in. My wife retired the end of August and we were able to add 3000 miles to our 
score card. We saw a lot of above average temperature during the month, even up in the 90’s. 
 
Looking forward we are in the planning stages of our annual Winter Blah’s party, our Too Early Big 
Horns run. This year, we are even planning a little get together in our state capital to view all the different 
Christmas trees decorated by different businesses in the state in the rotunda. 
 
If the weather holds, which I’m not too sure of. We did have a blizzard the 12th and 13th, mostly in the 
hills. Some areas saw up to 32 inches of snow. Lots of moisture along with it in the form of rain, close 
to 3 inches of moisture. We just might be able to get another 1000 miles in before it comes to an end. 
    
Hope everyone can stay safe and healthy the rest of the year and we are planning to see you on the 
open road. Ride With Pride! 
 
Dave Thorsgaard 
South Dakota State Representative 
 
 

    


