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CONFERENCE OFFICERS:

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman’s Report – Brian Gadd
Well, it’s midway through January
2022 and it is quiet in the Mid-West
Conference. Most of us have had
their motorcycles in hibernation for
well over a month. Let’s pray for an
early spring.
The membership renewal is entering
the final two weeks so I hope every
chapter is successful in submitting
their renewal to International without
problems. As is now the norm,
renewals are submitted entirely on-line. If you need any
assistance, please reach out to any board member and we
will do what we can to assist.
This year is an election year for the Blue Knights Board of
Governors (BOG). If anyone is interested in running for a
position, send a letter of intent to BOG Secretary Glen
Wheat by May 1st.
His email address is:
Indiana.blue.knight@gmail.com . You must be a current or
past chapter president to run for these positions. Electronic
voting will start on May 23rd and end on June 24th. The
results will be announced at the annual Board of Governors
meeting on June 27th.

Brian Gadd
mwrc@blueknights.org

Bobby Clark
Bobbyc153@gmail.com

Tom Luellen
spd846ret@hotmail.com

Doug Casteel
mwrc.rep@blueknights.org

Wayne Schwartz
wayneschwartz@comcast.net

Rick McCrea
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mwrc.safety@gmail.com

This year is also an election year for the Mid-West Conference Board. Standing Rule #3 outlines our
process:
3. MWRC officers shall consist of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary/Treasurer, and International
Representative. The officers shall serve two (2) year terms and shall be elected at the Fall Conference
meeting during even numbered years. Candidates must declare (in writing) the office they seek to the
MWRC Secretary/Treasurer prior to the adjournment of the Spring Conference meeting of the election
year. No later than August 1st of the election year the MWRC Secretary/Treasurer will provide the
President of each MWRC Chapter with a list of the candidates for each office. This is meant to allow
the Chapter President to confer with his membership prior to the voting.
Although I have enjoyed my time as Chairman, I have decided not to seek re-election.
Our Spring conference will be hosted by ND1 in Grand Forks, North Dakota on June 10th – 12th, 2022.
I hope we have a great turn-out and I hope to see you there!
Check out the Mid-West Conference web page for information on upcoming events as well as other
conference related matters. http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com/events.html
Hope to see you in North Dakota in June!
Ride with Pride!
Brian Gadd, Chairman
Mid-West Regional Conference

VICE-CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! I am looking forward to what 2022 will bring! For those of us in
the Midwest area of the MWRC, the next few months will seem to slowly drag along
as we wait for riding weather to come back once again.
By the time you are reading this, you should have your chapter renewals completed.
If you are having any issues completing the online renewal, please contact one of us.
Chapter officers, please ensure that every member has a personal e-mail address.
Members, you can easily update your contact information on the International website. Simply login,
top right corner, click on member login top right of the page. Once you are logged in, go to the menu
on the right. Hold your mouse on members. Slide down on the new menu to member contact info. Click
on that and you will see your information. Make the changes as needed.
Chapter officers, please ensure that everyone in your chapter still qualifies to be a regular or associate
member even if they once did. If someone’s status changes, you must let International know. You can
always change their status to honorary (provided you have a slot).
2

Please remember that we have a Facebook group for the MWRC. It’s easy to join. Just answer a few
questions. MWRC chapters may have any of the moderators or admin add events to the calendar. Feel
free to promote your events by posting. Keep posts to Blue Knights related only. It’s not for personal
for sale items but chapter sale items are allowed. Membership is open to all Blue Knights and family /
significant others etc. Other Conferences and International events will be allowed on our Calendar.
Here is the direct link to the new Group. https://www.facebook.com/groups/793667281065441/
Please check the MWRC website and/or the Facebook group for upcoming events.
Spring conference this year is being hosted by ND I in Grand Forks, ND on June 10th-12th. If you have
not registered yet, please do it as soon as possible. If you have ever hosted a conference in the past,
you know how important it is to know attendance numbers sooner rather than later. You can get a
fillable registration from the MWRC website.
I understand the vote for MWRC board is a ways off yet but I just wanted to make it public that I will be
running for the position of Vice Chairman. It would be an honor to serve you and the board for a full
term.
As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns on my cell phone
(402) 306-1652.
Ride with Pride!
Bobby Clark, Vice Chairman
Mid-West Regional Conference
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SECRETARY - TREASURER’S REPORT
Happy New Year! Just when we all thought we were ready to move on, a new variant
is sweeping the globe and chasing us all back to the early days of this pandemic. Will
it ever end? Of course it will, the only question is when. But enough about that topic.
On to better things.
Here in southwest MO, the weather is as wild as ever. The MO I monthly meeting was
a couple of nights ago and luckily it was pretty close to me so I was able to ride. The sun was going
down as I arrived, however, the ride home in the dark was a little cool. But, I got it done. It felt good. I
know most of the members of the MWRC won’t see their bikes out of storage until much later in the
spring. Here’s looking forward to all riding together in June.
As you probably know by now, 2022 is an election year for the MWRC. At the business meeting in
September, we will hold elections for all four executive board positions. If you are interested in running
for any of them, you must declare your intent in writing before the end of the prior meeting in June. You
can: send me a note, email me, or bring it to Grand Forks. If you have ever considered serving on the
board, I would encourage you to run. On that note, when Brian told me he was not going to seek reelection for Chairman I decided it was time to throw my hat in the ring. I am using this newsletter to
declare my intent to run for MWRC Chairman. However, I promise I will not campaign until after the
June meeting in the event that someone waits until then to declare. Again, if you have ever considered
serving on the board, please run.
As always, a new year means I start harassing chapters about paying their yearly dues to the MWRC.
As a reminder, each chapter owes $1.00 per member, with a cap of $25.00, to the conference. Please
send them to me at the address below.
On the horizon is the Spring Conference in Grand Forks in June, the International Convention in Ireland,
and the Fall Conference in St. Joseph in September. In addition, there are all kinds of other events in
different parts of the country. Personally, I’m planning on attending the SWC in El Centro, CA in late
April hosted by CA X. I went when they hosted in 2017 and they put on a really good time. I encourage
you to look around and find other events to attend.
As always, RWP and we’ll see you down the road.
Tom
Tom Luellen
MWRC Sec/Treas.
2733 E. Battlefield St. Ste. 154
Springfield, MO 65804
417-860-2633
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INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT
Since the last newsletter, I represented the conference at the International Board of
Directors (BOD) meeting on 12/04/2021 and a budget meeting on 11/19/2021. I also
represented you at the funeral of past International President Frank Gennari.
We approved an international budget that was $568 in the black. We also made some
adjustments to the expense guidelines. The spouse of the International President will
no longer have his/her travel paid for. The International Executive Committee will
now have 5 nights, instead of 6, lodging paid at the international convention and the
Reps will have 4 nights instead of 5. Passed unanimously.
We ended 2021 with 16,126 members in 609 chapters, which is 367 members and 7 chapters less than
2020.
There have been numerous complaints about the quality of the vests that international is selling so a
new vendor has been developed. A vote was taken to purchase 100 vests in the amount of $15,000.00.
The 50th Anniversary Committee advised that the hotels in Bangor/Brewer, ME were not interested in
hosting the convention. So, they are looking at alternative sites in the Maine area.
North American Vice President appealed a letter of reprimand issued by the Executive Committee and
the BOD ruled in his favor.
A member of NY I appealed discipline from the Tri-State Conference after they heard an appeal of
disciplinary action imposed by NY I. The BOD upheld one count and overturned the second.
The next BOD meeting will be Wednesday, March 16th, 2022, at 1100 hours ET and the deadline for
agenda submissions is February 14th, 2022, at 1600 hours ET.
The 2023 International Convention will be hosted by PA V in Harrisburg, PA at the same location as
the 2016 Convention. The BOD awarded this because there were no other chapters coming forward
wishing to host after no bids were put in at the 2021 Board of Governors’ (BOG) meeting.
This is an election year for the BOG. To be eligible you must be a current or past chapter president. If
interested, send an email letter of intent to run to the BOG Secretary, Glenn Wheat at
Indiana.blue.knight@gmail.com by May 1st, 2022.
As always, don’t hesitate to contact me if you need something.
Ride with Pride,
Doug Casteel, MWRC International Representative
mwrc.rep@blueknights.org

5

WEB MASTER REPORT
Happy 2022! Hope everyone had a very joyous and pleasant Christmas and
holiday season. Now that the new year is upon us it’s time to think about what you
plan to do in this new year. The website is running smoothly and is being visited
regularly. If your chapter has had elections recently and anything changed such
as a mailing address or other important details be sure and let me know of the changes so I can update
your chapter’s information on our web site. People can’t get ahold of you if your contact information
isn’t up-to-date and current. Also please notify me if your chapter has had a member transfer to Heaven
I so I can add them to our Heaven I page. It’s time to make arrangements for attending both the Spring
and Fall 2022 MWRC Conferences. This year we are going to Grand Forks, ND for the Spring in June
and St Joseph, MO for the Fall in September. Hotel and Registration information is posted on the Events
page for both upcoming events including Fill-in-the-blank Registration Forms for both conferences. Both
ND I and MO X have hosted conferences before and have put on terrific events. Let’s support them
and attend. I hope and pray that everyone is staying safe out there from the pandemic and everyone
has gotten their vaccination shots including the booster shots. Hope to see everyone in Grand Forks in
June and remember to stay safe and as always,
Ride with Pride,
Wayne Schwartz
MWRC Webmaster
wayneschwartz@comcast.net

CHAPTER DUES ARE DUE
Chapter dues are due. In order to remain a chapter in good standing within the conference and be
allowed to vote each chapter must pay dues in the amount of one dollar per member with a cap of
twenty-five dollars per chapter to the conference on a yearly basis.
Please bring your chapter dues to the Spring Conference or mail them to:
Tom Luellen, Secretary Treasurer
2733 E. Battlefield Street # 154
Springfield, MO 65804
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SAFETY OFFICER REPORT
Well to start with, I want to be the fourth person in this news letter to wish you a
Happy New Year. Here is hoping that 2022 will be much better than 2021
was!!!
I know very few are getting much riding in this winter. Remember if you are out
on your bike, others are not expecting you and you need to be even more aware
that to most drivers you are invisible. Also, watch for sand, salt, dirt and other
debris on the roadway. You don’t want to become the estimated one plus percent of the motorcycle
population that is involved in an accident every year.
Speaking of motorcycle accidents, what are the most common injuries from a motorcycle accident?
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), indicates that the most frequent
motorcycle injuries are to the lower extremities, but other frequent injuries also include:
Traumatic brain injury (TBI),
Spinal injuries,
Lacerations,
broken ribs,
Amputated limbs,
Internal bleeding,
Organ damage
Facial injuries (disfigurement).
The NHTSA says motorcyclists are 28 times more likely to die in a crash than those in a passenger
car. Besides riding defensively, one of the few preventative measures a motorcyclist can take is to
wear a helmet. Wearing a helmet can reduce the risk of a head injury by 69%. They reduce the fatality
rate of motorcyclists by 37%.
In 2016, the last year I could find data on, it is estimated that wearing a helmet saved 1,859 lives. If all
motorcyclists would wear a helmet, it is estimated the United States would save over one billion dollars
in economic loss.
It’s simple, motorcycle helmets save lives.
Remember, the MWRC has a Standing
Rule that states: All participants in parades
or group rides, at any Blue Knight MidWest Regional Conference event, must
wear an approved motorcycle helmet.
I hope to see everyone in Grand Forks, ND
in June.
Be safe and ride safe.
Rick McCrea
mwrc.safety@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON THE
2022 FALL MWRC
Missouri X is looking forward to hosting the Fall MWRC on September 15th – 18th, 2022. The conference
will be held at The Stoney Creek Hotel and Conference Center, 1201 North Woodbine Road, St.
Joseph, MO 64506. The room rate is $99.00 for double
Queen or King. Registration rate is $89.00 per person which
includes two dinners, unlimited adult beverages, snacks, and
participation in the Fallen Officers Memorial Ride, Saturday,
September 17th. T-shirts are $10.00 with registration. Fillable
registration forms are available on the MWRC webpage and
there is a link on the MWRC Face Book page. Call the hotel
at 816-901-9600 today to reserve your room. You can
contact me at 816-261-7959 if you incur any hotel or
registration problems. We are looking forward to having you
visit our city.
The city of St. Joseph is a great tourist destination. Members will enjoy
visiting attractions such as the Glore Psychological Museum, the Original
Pony Express Stables and Museum, Jessie James Home and Museum,
the Walter Cronkite Memorial and the Stetson Hat Outlet. Within a one
to two hour ride, are the
historic
towns
of
Weston, Missouri to the
south and Jamesport,
Missouri
to
the
northeast. There are
also several wineries in
the area. Hotel rates are
good for the entire week.

“Ride with Pride”
Donald R. Tyes, President, MO X
Missouri State Representative
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE’S
Iowa:
Kansas:
Manitoba:
Minnesota:
Missouri:
Nebraska:
North Dakota:
Oklahoma:
South Dakota:

Dave Eyman
Jim Miller
Peter Savinkoff
Chris Boerner
Don Tyes
Frank Bergmark
Mike Knoop
Tom Ashing
Dave Thorsgaard

BKIARep@gmail.com
jimmiller@jim-san.com
tundrapjs@shaw.ca
cboerner9@aol.com
bigdude@stjoelive.com
bikerbergs@charter.net
mknoop@srt.com
tomashing@cox.net
dg17thor@midco.net

STATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS
Before each newsletter, I send out a request to each of the State Representatives asking them to send
me an article for the Mid-Knight News. This time, I only had one state representatives answer the
request.

IOWA:
No report.

KANSAS:
Nothing to report.

MANITOBA:
No report.

MINNESOTA:
No report.

MISSOURI:
No report.

NEBRASKA:
Nothing to report.

NORTH DAKOTA:
No report.

OKLAHOMA:
Nothing to report.
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SOUTH DAKOTA:
Since my last writing, we have had above average
temperatures and were able to do a few short rides.
December 10th we got 10 inches of snow and the
temperatures have dropped to as low as 10 below.
December is always a busy month for us. We started off the
month with a two-night stay in our State Capital, Pierre, to
view the 67 different trees decorated by various civic groups
and businesses. There was music from high school singer,
piano and organ music and on this day was a pie social with
ice cream. The following Monday and Tuesday, we did the
shopping and wrapping of gifts for the Forgotten in local care
centers and then they were delivered to the various care
centers. This event is sponsored by the Black Hills Area
Bikers which we are very active with.
On the 11th, we made our yearly donation to the Feeding
South Dakota Back Pack program. This program provides
hardy meals for school children on weekends and when
school is out for holidays. Our donation this year was
$1000.00. Immediately after, we made delivery of gifts to the
children in the West Unit. This unit assists children in need from abuse, drug and alcohol addictions
and some mental issues. This year, they had a very short list with a request for a portable basketball
hoop and a 100-foot garden hose to water the flowers in the spring/summer. We felt we needed to do
more so reviewed some of their previous lists and compiled a much larger list with kits for tie-dying and
t-shirts, sweat shirts, lots of arts and crafts, journals for them to write down daily emotions and feelings.
In all we purchased over $1,700.00 worth of items to help them during the holiday season.
Looking forward to 2022. We are still planning on
holding our annual Winter Blahs party in Deadwood, SD
sometime in March, working to get our Big Horns run
for June after Fathers day. Looking like we will stay in
Thermopolis, WY and ride daily from there to Cody
for the museums or Wind River Canyon. The list is
lengthy on where to go. We will get this information on
events calendar for MWRC as soon as we finalize the
details.
We are also planning to make the Spring and Fall
Conferences as well.
Hoping 2022 is a good year for everyone and to see you on the road.
Until next time always Ride With Pride!
Dave Thorsgaard
South Dakota State Rep
Blue Knights SD
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