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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 

 Besides it being winter here in the great 
north, there has not been much going on 
the last few months. Covid has caused the 
cancellation of the few events that would 
have occurred during the time period and 
as well as a few upcoming events. 
Hopefully your area is emerging from the 
severe restrictions that many of us 
endured and we can start to go back to a 

“normal” life and look to the spring for the events not yet 
cancelled or postponed.   
 
This coming Spring, I hope to 
attend the Winter Blahs hosted 
by SD I in Deadwood, SD on 
March 20th and the Spring 
MWRC hosted by KS V in 
Mulvane, KS on June 3rd - 6th.  
As you may know, the 
International Convention, 
hosted by Ireland I has been 
postponed for another year. As 
an alternative, the International slate of meetings will be 
held at the end of the combined SWC/WCC being held in 
Prescott, Arizona on July 7th - 12th.  I hope to attend that as 
well.   
 
This year is also an International election year.  I believe the 
names of those running will be announced late January 
after the verification committee has finished their work.  I am 
a member of that committee.  Candidates are not allowed 
to campaign until after being officially notified that they meet 
the qualifications for the office they seek. 
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The election this year will be all-electronic.  You will be sent the ballot instructions 
via email.  Your email address must be a personal one and not through a work, 
school or government domain.  Please make sure your email on file with 
International meets the requirements or you will not be able to vote.  The results 
of the International election will be announced in Prescott, Arizona. 
 
Chapter renewals should be wrapping up and submittals, also on-line, are due by 
the end of January.  If your chapter needs any assistance, contact your State Rep 
or a member of the Conference Board.  Someone should be able to help or steer 

you in the right direction. 
 
Check out the Mid-West Conference web page for information on upcoming events as well as other 
conference related matters.   http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com/events.html 
 
Hope to see you down the road!  
Ride with Pride! 
Brian Gadd, Chairman 
Mid-West Regional Conference 
 
 
 
 

VICE-CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

Hard to believe but here we are in 2021! So far, winter has been on the mild side here 
in my part of Minnesota. On more than one occasion, I have had motorcycles going 
past my house. Not a normal thing in Dec/Jan in my neck of the woods. 
 
By the time this goes to print, you should have your Chapter renewals completed. If 
you have any issues completing the online renewal, please contact one of us.  
 
Chapter Officers. Please ensure that every member has a personal e-mail address. 
The International elections will be done online. The ballots cannot be e-mailed to your 
work email address. 

 
Members. You can easily update your contact information on the International website. Simple login, 
top right corner, click on member login top right of the page. Once you are logged in, go to the menu 
on the right. Hold your mouse on members. Slide down on the new menu to member contact info. Click 
on that and you will see your information. Make the changes as needed. 
 
The International Convention for 2021 that was scheduled for Ireland, has been canceled for the same 
reasons as last year.  As of the writing of this article, the MWRC Spring Convention is still being held 
by Kansas V. Dates are June 3rd – 6th. For more information go to blueknightsmwrc.com/events.html . 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Until then, Stay Safe! 
Ride with Pride! 
 
Ken Delano 
507-391-049 
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SECRETARY - TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Hello and greetings to all my brothers and sisters in the MWRC. I hope the holidays 
treated you well, and I wish you all the best in the New Year. Full disclosure: I started 
this article about a dozen times. I first tried to purposely avoid anything political, 
controversial, or just plain ugly, and tried to concentrate on humor and looking ahead. 
Unfortunately, several tries didn’t produce anything worthy of publication. Failing at 
that, I went ahead and tried to tackle the state of affairs in the US. Again, several 
tries didn’t produce anything worthwhile. I know people who will say, “It’s easy. It’s 
all the ________’s fault”, but it is absolutely NOT that simple. The only thing I know 
for certain is this: all sides bear huge responsibility. It was a group effort to get us 

where we are and it will take a group effort to get us out. 2020 has been one for the ages and I’m very 
curious to see how the history books will speak of it. How will people in 2040 look back at this year? In 
2060? Perhaps I won’t even really know in my lifetime.  
 
Enough of all that. Time to shake it off. Let’s think about having fun in Kansas in June. I know KS V is 
looking forward to finally hosting this event after it was postponed from last year, so I’m sure they will 
go all out to put on a good weekend. I personally am looking forward to sharing beverages with you all, 
and cigars with those who also like that sort of thing. I’m planning on going to Arizona in July for the 
International business meeting(s), which will be held the day after a joint SWC/WCC Conference 
meeting. I hope some of you can make it there.  
 
On the International level, this is an election year for BOD Officers, the first to be held totally 
electronically. By now, your chapter officers should have made every effort to confirm your email 
address so you can receive a ballot and make your voice heard. Please take the time to do this. I have 
a sneaking suspicion that this will be an interesting election.  
 
With a new year comes the new campaign to collect conference dues from each MWRC chapter. If 
you’re a new officer, let me remind you. Each chapter owes the conference $1.00 per member, with a 
cap of $25.00. Please send them to me at the address below, or bring them to Wichita. If I haven’t 
received them by the business meeting in June, your chapter will not be allowed to vote on any business 
during the meeting.  
 
I look forward to getting back in the wind soon, catching up with old friends, making new ones,  
 
Until then, RWP 
 
Tom Luellen  
MWRC Sec/Treas 
2733 E. Battlefield St. Ste. 154 
Springfield, MO 65804 
417-860-2633 
spd846ret@hotmail.com 
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INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

 
 

Since the last newsletter, I represented the conference at the International Board of 
Directors (BOD) Meeting, on 12/05/2020 via ZOOM.  It is the first time that the BOD 
met using that platform and it seemed to work very well.  It should save the 
International quite a bit of money on conference phone calls. 
 
We approved an international budget that was $84 in the black. That motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
The VP reported that we have 16,488 members in 616 chapters and 17 chapters didn’t 

renew last year with a loss of 242 members. 
 
A proposal to carryover the proposals that weren’t able to be ratified at the 2020 international meeting 
until the 2021 international meeting (2019-0004, 2020-0001 thru 0012, 2020-0017 thru 0019) passed 
unanimously. 
 
Proposal 2020-0020 to amend the by-laws to remove the requirement to publish the by-law ratifications 
in the magazine/newsletter from the by-laws 30 days prior to the international general membership 
meeting. Passed unanimously. 
 
Proposal 2020-0021 to add a recruitment update to the BOD meeting agenda under the Vice President 
was approved unanimously. 
 
Proposal 2020-0022 to reduce the 2021 renewal dues by $10 failed with 4 yeas, 13 nays and 1 
abstention.  I voted nay. 
 
Proposal 2020-0023 to guarantee that the 2024 International Convention (50th anniversary) is held in 
Bangor, Maine.  The motion failed with 4 yeas, 10 nays, and 2 abstentions.  I abstained. 
 
The 2021 International Convention in Ireland will not happen due to continued Covid restrictions.  The 
BOD voted to move the international meeting to Sunday, July 11th in Prescott, AZ.  That will be one day 
after the Southwest Conference meeting.  That motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ireland requested to postpone the convention until 2022 which was denied by the BOD and referred 
back to the Board of Governors (BOG).  Two days later, I was able to do some research and requested 
that President O’Connor call a special meeting to address the issue.  He called the meeting, but the 
issue was resolved via email vote prior to the special meeting with a unanimous approval.  The 2022 
International Convention will be in Killarney, Ireland on the week of June 26th – July 1st. 
 
2021 is an election year for the International Executive Committee and will be the first electronic 
election.  Every member will need an email listed to vote.  NO CORPORATE, BUSINESS, OR 

DEPARTMENT EMAILS CAN BE USED.  The company running the election will only send the link to 
a personal email.  Corporate, business or department emails are not secure enough for the process.  
So, if you don’t currently have a personal email address, get one on one of the free servers. NO PAPER 

BALLOTS WILL BE MAILED! 
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Now members can update their personal information by going to the International Website (Members 
Only) section.  To access the Members Only section, the username is your membership number (found 
on your ID card) and the password is your last name all in CAPITAL LETTERS.  
 
As always, don’t hesitate to contact me if you need something. 
 
Ride with Pride, 
 
Doug Casteel, MWRC International Representative 
mwrc.rep@blueknights.org 
 
 
 
 

WEB MASTER REPORT 

 

Happy 2021! Thank goodness we have 2020 in the rearview mirror. Winter is in 
full swing, at least up here in the northern part of the conference. So that means 
it’s time to plan and look at what we want to do for the next riding season. With 
the vaccines now starting to be delivered, hopefully we can get a grip on this 
Covid stuff and get back to having group meetings and rides. Along with the new 
year comes changes within our chapters and that sometimes results in changes 
in mailing addresses and officers. If those things happened with your chapter, be 
sure and let me know so I can update the data on the chapter pages to keep your 

chapter information correct. Also, please advise me of any of your members that transfer on to Heaven 
I as we keep our own list of conference members that have past on. I have recently posted some events 
that SD I is planning to hold here in this new year. Be sure to take a look at the events page for those 
details. Information including hotel and registration forms are posted for both the Spring and Fall 
Conferences planned here in 2021. Let’s hope things calm down so we can have both events and we 
can get back to meeting together! So, until we can get together, please stay safe and as always, 
 
Ride with Pride! 
 
Wayne Schwartz 
wayneschwartz@comcast.net 
Webmaster 
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SAFETY OFFICER REPORT 
 
Here are ten motorcycle safety tips to help 
keep you alive for this coming riding 
season. 
 

 
1. Make eye contact:  Never assume others see you.  Always try to make eye contact with drivers 

who may be about to pull into your path. 
2.  Read “vehicle language”: Even when drivers, bicyclists or even pedestrians see you 

approaching, they often misjudge your distance and speed. 
3.  Watch out for left-turning vehicles at intersections: Getting hit by an oncoming vehicle that’s 

 turning left is the most common type of motorcycle accident. 
4. Check behind you when turning left:  Watch your mirrors and make sure you have plenty of 

space between you and the vehicle behind.  The driver may not see you and be slowing down 
for you. 

5. Look out for hazardous road conditions: Wet roads, fluid spills, sand, gravel, railroad tracks 
potholes and other road-surface hazards reduce your traction. 

6. Take it easy on the curves:  Many crashes happen during turns.  Hazards include running off 
the roadway, crossing the centerline into oncoming traffic. 

7. Wear a good helmet:  Helmets prevent head injuries.  Make sure your helmet is DOT approved.   
8. Wear protective clothing: Clothing designed for motorcycles will provide some protection during 

a crash.  It will also help protect you from the elements while riding.  
9. Protect your eyes and face: Flying insects, dust and debris can hurt when it hits you.  It hurts 

more if you do not have protection. 
10. Be Visible: Wear bright reflective clothing. Use a bright colored helmet and have reflective 

stickers on the back and sides.  Ride with your headlight on and have plenty of lights in the rear. 
Avoid other vehicle blind spots. 

 
Be safe! 
Ride safe! 
Rick McCrea 
MWRC Safety Officer 
mwrc.safety@gmail.com  
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 From: Blue Knights International Election Procedures 
Committee  
 
To: Blue Knights International Executive Board of Directors  
 
Subject: Dates for Blue Knights International Executive 
Officers Election for 2021  
 
The Ballots will be emailed to all members in good standing and the 
voting will begin on May 26, 2021. Voting will take place from that date 
until July 9, 2021. This will allow 45 days of voting for all members.  
 
There will be two slightly different ballots ( A - North American 
Conferences, B – European and the UK&I Conferences).   
 
The votes will be tabulated and announced at the International 
Meeting in Prescott, AR on July 11, 2021.  
 

During this voting period, Election Trust will send two “reminder” 
email blasts out to all members who have not voted. The newly 
elected Officers will be sworn in by the current International President 
at the conclusion of the meeting/banquet on July 11, 2021 

 



 8 

UPDATE ON THE 

2021 SPRING MWRC 
 

Now that 2020 is just a distant image in our rearview mirror, it’s time to roll on some throttle to June 
and the Spring Conference. So, if you haven’t already marked the calendar, go do it right now. The 
date you’re looking for is June 3rd through the 6th. Once you get that on the calendar, break out the 
atlas and plan you a route to the Kansas Star Casino in Mulvane, KS. 
 
If you sent us your registration for the 2020 conference that had to be cancelled, we still got you signed 
up for this year. THE HAMPTON INN & SUITES WAS NOT ABLE TO KEEP RESERVATIONS IN 
THEIR SYSTEM FROM LAST YEAR, SO YOU WILL NEED TO CONTACT THEM AND MAKE A NEW 
RESERVATION. The Hampton Inn is located at 785 Kansas Star Dr., Mulvane, KS 67110. Their phone 
number is 316.524.3777. Be sure to mention you are with the Blue Knights to get the $89.00 a night 
rate. 
 
If you still need to register for the conference, you can find the registration form online at 
www.blueknightsmwrc.com/events. The members of Kansas V look forward to hosting the conference 
so please come see us in June. 
Ride with Pride! 
 
Thanks again and we are looking forward to seeing everyone in June.  Any questions, feel free to call 
Duane Potter at 316-285-8655 or Lloyd Youel at 316-737-4942. 
 
Ride With Pride and see everyone in June!!!!! 
 
 

 
UPDATE ON THE 

2021 FALL MWRC 
 
 
Greetings from Iowa III 

 

We have continued holding our monthly meetings on 
ZOOM.  Participation has been good, and it has given 
our out-of-town members an opportunity to participate. 
Dave Eyman, our Iowa Midwest Rep has even joined in 
on a couple of meetings. 
 
As far as I know, our members have managed to remain 
COVID free!  Hopefully, this will continue throughout 
2021.   
 
Our President Dave Mulford had shoulder surgery and 
is recovering at home.  Past President Gregg 
Westemeyer retired from D.M.P.D. and he and Janice have moved to Florida.   
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We are continuing our work on the Fall 2021 MWRC being held in West Des Moines, IA.  
September 9-12 

Pre-registration $ 85.00 until 20 August 2021 
After 20 August registrations will be $ 90.00 

T-Shirts available to pre-registered guest only, 
The host hotel is the Marriott West Des Moines, 1250 Jordon Creek Parkway, 

West Des Moines, IA 50266.  Phone 515-267-1500. 
Room rates are $99.00 + applicable state and local taxes per night for Standard King rooms. 

Be sure to mention Blue Knights when making your reservation. 
Rates are good 2 days before and after the conference. 

Several self-guided rides are being planned; hospitality room will start on Thursday night. 
Registration forms can be found on our website at http://www.bkia3.com/Meeting.html  

 

Looking forward to seeing you in Kansas this June, 
 
Rick Fedson, Secretary 
Iowa III 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE’S 
 
 
Iowa:   Dave Eyman  BKIARep@gmail.com 
Kansas:   Jim Miller   jimmiller@jim-san.com 
Manitoba:   Peter Savinkoff  tundrapjs@shaw.ca 
Minnesota:  Chris Boerner   cboerner9@aol.com  
Missouri:   Don Tyes    bigdude@stjoelive.com 
Nebraska:   Bobby Clark   bobbyc1563@gmail.com 
North Dakota:  Mike Knoop   mknoop@srt.com 
Oklahoma:   Tom Ashing    tomashing@cox.net  
South Dakota:  Keith Schroeder  keithschroederlrlec@gmail.com 
 
 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
 
Before each newsletter, I send out a request to each of the State Representatives asking them to send 
me articles for the Mid-Knight News.  This time, I only had five state representatives answer the request.    
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IOWA: 
  
No Report 
 
KANSAS: 
 
No report. 
 

MANITOBA: 
 
No report. 
 
MINNESOTA: 
 
No Report 
 
MISSOURI: 
 
I hope everyone had a great holiday season.  This past year has been a difficult one.  Many of us lost 
relatives and friends to Covid-19.   I personally lost one of my sisters and a first cousin to the virus in 
November and December.   Here’s praying for a more prosperous and less hectic 2021.  
 
Despite the virus and with great risk to themselves, members from MO III joined with several local 
police departments on December 18, 2020, to deliver Toys for Tots. 

Also, on December 18, members from MO X joined with their Police 
Departments to help kids shop for toys at some of our big box stores. 
Many kids received toys from the FOP’s annual Shop-with-a-Cop 
program. 
 
We need to keep pushing forward and continue to build on our 
brother/sisterhood. Giving to others and sharing with those who are 
less fortunate is in our nature and our creed. 
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Don’t forget about the Spring Conference in June 2021, hosted by Kansas V, in Mulvane, Kansas.  I 
hope to see you all there.  Hopefully Covid-19 will be under control by that time. 
 
Ride with Pride 
Donald R. Tyes, MO X 
Missouri State Representative 
 
 
 
NEBRASKA: 
 

Greetings from NE 
II 
 
Happy New Year 
from Nebraska and 
we hope everybody 
had a very Merry 
Christmas. In 
December, NE II 
held their annual 
Shop with a Knight 
event. NE II along 
with a donation 
from Nebraska 
FOP Lodge #25 
hosted two families 
this year for Shop 
with a Knight. This 
event is a favorite 
of our members 
and we love to see 

the smiling faces on the kids that get to shop for gifts they 
may not be able to get without a little help. With the help of a local restaurant, Spaghetti Works, we 
were also able to have dinner with our families 
before shopping.  
   
Ride with Pride, 
Bobby Clark 
President NE II 
Nebraska State Rep 
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NORTH DAKOTA: 
 
 
It’s sad that so many Blue Knights activities have been canceled, especially the Christmas gatherings 
as well as monthly meetings.  I’d like to encourage each chapter to reach out to all the members to 
keep in contact and begin to make plans to get back together soon. 
 
North Dakota II will be celebrating its 20th anniversary in April.  There are still five charter members: 
Allan Hanson, Roger Noel, Scot Redding, Kevin Howe and Michael Knoop.   
 
Michael Knoop 
 
 
OKLAHOMA: 
 
Looking at a disappointing 2020 in the rear view and a promising 2021 through the windshield, we 
trudge along.  Most of Oklahoma Chapters have been in a survival mode, with so many events and 
rides having to be cancelled.  Several members are playing it safe and staying home to be cautious, 
luckily I have not been informed of any member who has contracted COVID yet.  With COVID and then 
our severe unusual winter, our trusty steeds are growing spider webs hunkered down in the garage. 
But alas, hopes are that, even if not perfect, things will be more like normal this riding season, and 
everyone is grooming for our first major outing which will be the Spring Conference. We have one new 
member to introduce to our ways and customs.  Seems like forever since we have had a time of 
fellowship.  It used to be that we could wish safe travels upon our brother and sister Knights and be 
done, but with so much going on in the world, danger seems to lurk on every corner from all sources.  
So please just watch your sixes, it is a dangerous world out there. 
 
Tom Ashing 
 
SOUTH DAKOTA: 
 
It has been an unseasonably warm winter in South Dakota so far.  Many members have had rides in 
December and January this year.  I rode on Christmas Day for a short ride to the lake and back.  It was 
one of the best Christmases ever! 
 
SD I delivered food baskets for Meals on Wheels on December 18th to assist the Salvation Army.  This 
was a no-contact event where the meals were left at the doors for the residents.   
 
Gifts for the “West Unit” (which is an in-patient facility for troubled youth) were delivered by the chapter 
on December 12th.  A pick-up box full of gifts were dropped off with staff.  Due to the nature of the facility 
we are not allowed to have contact with the residents, but the staff was very thankful for our donations 
of items. 
 
The annual Gifts for the Forgotten event was also held in December, with gifts being purchased on the 
7th and wrapped on the 8th and delivered shortly after.  This event is in cooperation with other motorcycle 
clubs in the area through the Black Hills Area Bikers.  The gift wrapping of close to 200 gifts takes less 
than an hour! 
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Upcoming events include our annual Winter Blahs party in Deadwood.  Last year’s event was cancelled 
due to COVID, but we’re hoping this year will work out for us as vaccines become available and 
administered.   The event is March 19th – 20th at the Comfort Inn.  Details are on the conference web 
page in the events list. 
 
The annual Big Horn Run will be a 5 day ride this year starting on Thursday, June 24th.  This year’s run 
will be unique, as riders will have the option of riding either to Bozeman, MT or spending a day in 
Yellowstone National Park.  Either choice will be fantastic!  More details can be found on the conference 
web site in the events list.  For those planning on joining, the hotel in West Yellowstone, will not hold 
our rooms past Feb 15th, so please make your reservations now!  Cancellation policies may differ from 
hotel to hotel, so please watch this in case you book now and decide later that you can’t make it.    
 
 
The election of new officers was held with the following results:  
President: Ron Schwenka 
Vice President: Billy Davis 
Secretary: Keith Schroeder 
Treasurer: Dave Thorsgaard 
Sgt. At Arms: Jeff Shannon 
Officer at Large: Sherri Rost 
Safety Officer and Road Captain: Ron Hevel 
 
The Safety Officer and Sgt. At Arms are new positions.   The “at large” officer position was listed in the 
chapter by-laws but had not been filled in recent years. 
 
We are looking forward to another fantastic riding season and wish you all a Happy and Safe Riding 
New Year! 
 
RWP!  
Keith Schroeder 
 
 

 
 
 
 


