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CONFERENCE OFFICERS:

CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT
I hope everyone had a spectacular
Christmas and the New Year is treating
you right. With any luck, Santa has left
you lots of nice accessories for your
motorcycle. In my case, Santa gifted me
a new Blue Knight tattoo. I’m extremely
proud of how well it turned out. It made it
worth the 7 hours in the chair. Ouch!

Brian Gadd
mwrc@blueknights.org

Ken Delano

During the holiday season, I had the honor of attending the
Christmas parties of Kansas V, Minnesota IX and Nebraska
II. I would like to thank those chapters for the invitation and
was glad I could share in the holidays with so many
wonderful Blue Knights.

ken.delano@gmail.com

As I write this, it is the middle of January. Hopefully every
chapter is well on their way or has submitted their chapter
renewal to International. Again, this year, the form requires
every members address be manually typed in. Please keep
your chapter aware of any address changes so the roster
stays accurate. If you need any assistance, your state reps
or conference board will be happy to help.

spd846ret@hotmail.com

This year, the Board of Governors election will be by
electronic ballot for the first time. Each chapter gets one
vote per candidate which will be submitted by the chapter
president. The following is copied from the International
web page:

Tom Luellen

Doug Casteel
mwrc.rep@blueknights.org

Wayne Schwartz
wayneschwartz@comcast.net

Rick McCrea
mwrc.safety@gmail.com
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BALLOT INFORMATION
"On the election ballot process, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS
THE 2020 Chapter Presidents email, it must be correct on the renewal
form. This email cannot be a BK corporate email or website email IE:
President@BKFLX.com, President@BKFLXVIII.net, and not a
department or private company email server. The security feature of the
election ballot company will not allow them to send a ballot to an open
server. They must be able to identify each individual email is sent to the
individual person, this can’t be done with group corporate type email
accounts, this is for the integrity of the election. Changes on already
submitted emails can be made with HQ, any late renewal submissions will
be fine up to April 30th, and Chapters will have the ability to make a
change after renewals are sent in, but the deadline is by April 30th, 2020
to be able to receive a ballot."
Okay, enough business. The upcoming Midwest Conference
events are June 4th – 7th hosted by Kansas V and September 10th
– 13th hosted by Nebraska 1 & South Dakota 1. See the Mid-West
Conference
web
page
for
more
information.
http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com/events.html
Hope to see you down the road!
Ride with Pride!
Brian Gadd, Chairman
Mid-West Regional Conference

VICE-CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Wow! Here we are already well into January 2020! For those of us in the northern
part of the MWRC, the next few months will seem to slowly drag along as we wait
for riding weather to once again come back. Most years I head south mid February
to get a few weeks of reprise from winter. Not this year, unfortunately. I had planned
on attending the SRC in New Orleans and once again spending a few weeks of
riding with Louisiana VIII in the wonderful area of SW Louisiana into SE Texas.
A few months ago, I started a new Facebook Group for the MWRC. It’s easy to
join. Just answer a few questions. MWRC chapters may have any of the moderators or admin add
events to the calendar. Feel free to promote your events by posting. Keep posts to Blue Knights related
only. It’s not for personal for sale items but chapter sale items are allowed. Membership is open to all
Blue Knights and family / significant others etc. Other Conferences and International events will be
allowed on our Calendar. Here is the direct link to the new Group.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/793667281065441/
State Reps. We need you to become moderators if you have not already done so. You will be the
person in your state that will be adding chapter events, etc. to the calendar. Please contact me if you
have not already done so.
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The Spring MWRC is June 4th – 7th hosted by KS 5 in Mulvane, KS. If all 200 rooms are reserved by
people attending this event, the host hotel will be donating $1,800 to St. Judes Children’s Hospital. So
far, about 20 rooms have already been booked. So, lets get those room filled! Host hotel is the Hampton
Inn & Suites 785 Kansas Star Dr. Mulvane, KS 67110. 316-524-3777. Room rates are $89.00 per
night & taxes, includes a free breakfast bar. Mention Blue Knights to get the special room rate.
If you have any questions, contact Duane Potter at duane.potter@sbcglobal.net or Lloyd Youel at
lloyd.youel@gmail.com.
Hope to see all of you there!
Please Check the MWRC Website and/or the Facebook Group for upcoming events.
Ride with Pride!
Ken Delano
1406 S Broadway Ave
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-391-0496
ken.delano@gmail.com

SECRETARY - TREASURER’S REPORT

Greetings sister and brother Blue Knights of the MWRC and welcome to 2020. As
usual, Mother Nature has kept us on our toes here in southwest Missouri. Just in
the last few days we’ve had highs in the mid 60s and sunny, torrential spring-like
rain, tornado warnings, and now snow. Big, wet, heavy flake snow. Go figure.
Now that the calendar has turned to 2020, it’s time to ramp up, or finalize, your travel
plans for this year. You could start as early as March with the Winter Blahs hosted
by SD 1 in Deadwood. You could choose to visit KS 3 in April for the second
(hopefully annual) Spring Fling at their Lawrence clubhouse. You could make MO
10’s Fallen Officer Memorial Ride in St. Joseph in May. Then there’s the Spring Conference in Wichita,
the International Convention in Ireland, and the Fall Conference in the Black Hills. Please visit the
MWRC website for details on these events
A couple pieces of business I need to mention. As the New Year has started it’s time to think about
taxes. Please make sure your chapter files their 990-N with the IRS. Also, please have your chapter
pay their MWRC dues for this year. As a reminder, all MWRC chapters owe $1.00 per member, capped
at $25.00. Please send them to me at the address below or, you can bring them to Wichita in June.
According to MWRC practice, 2020 will be an election year. All four executive board positions will be
up for election. Anyone wishing to run for one of the four offices must declare their intent in writing by
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the business meeting at the Spring Conference and elections will be held at the Fall Conference. If you
wish to declare your intent sooner than June, you may send that to me at the address below.
I also have one housekeeping item to remind you of. We’re still in the process of compiling a list of
everyone who has received the Chivalry award. If you or someone in your chapter has received this
award, please let me know their name and what year they received it.
Here’s to seeing you down the road.
RWP
Tom Luellen
MWRC Secretary/Treasurer
2733 E. Battlefield Ave. Ste. 154
Springfield, MO 65804
417-860-2633
spd846ret@hotmail.com

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT
It is that time of year again to renew our memberships and there is only a matter of
days left to get it submitted to the International.
Since my last report, I represented the Conference during the International Board of
Directors (BOD) meeting in December; where the following proposals were discussed:
On advice of our attorney, who was on the call with us during an executive session, it
was voted to drop the current lawsuit against Bessie Small and have the current court
ordered restitution changed to judgement with a lien being placed on her home. I
voted in favor.
The 2020 budget was discussed at length and once again a balanced budget was passed. Treasurer
Bull advised we would end the 2019 budget approximately $40,000.00 in the black. It Passed
unanimously.
This is an election year for the Board of Governors (BOG). Presidents or Past Presidents are eligible
and can run for one of the positions by submitting a letter of intent to the BOG Secretary prior to May
1st, 2020. For the first time the election of the BOG will be by electronic voting, thus allowing all
presidents to vote. Previously the vote was held during the annual BOG meeting, with only the
presidents present being allowed to vote.
There is one issue with the electronic voting and that is that the voting president must have a personal
email on file, because Corporate or Department emails will not work. This is going to be a test run
for the International BOD elections next year.
American Income Life Insurance has given notice that they will be dropping us as a client effective
January 11th, 2020. So, we will be losing our free accidental life benefit.
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Proposal 2019-0009 to enter into a contract with Election Trust to handle the 2020 BOG elections
electronically. The estimated cost is $3,225.00. Passed unanimously.
Next Meeting Date: Saturday, March 21st, 2020 at 2:00 PM (EST). Submission of proposals has a
deadline of February 20th, 2020 at 3:00 PM (EST).
I will not be traveling to Ireland this year for the International Convention, because the cost of travel is
just outside of my budget this year, so Chairman Brian Gadd will be representing the Conference at the
International Convention.
As always please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. I monitor my corporate email on
my electronic devices.
Ride with Pride,
Doug Casteel
MWRC International Rep
mwrc.rep@blueknights.org

WEB MASTER REPORT
Happy 2020 to all! I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and Santa brought all
of you just what you wanted. Now we begin a new year and a new decade – I
hope everyone a very prosperous and safe year ahead. The web page is doing
well and has all the information
available for the upcoming Spring
and Fall conferences. If anything
new comes out it will be added. If
your chapter has had any changes that affect your
mailing address or web pages, be sure and get me those
changes so I can keep your information current on our
site. I look forward to seeing everyone at the Spring
Conference in Mulvane, KS in June. It promises to be a
great Conference! Until then, stay safe and be careful
whatever you do.
Wayne Schwartz
MWRC Web-Master
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SAFETY OFFICER REPORT
For most of us, our motorcycles have been setting in the garage neglected for
an extended period of time. Some of us have our bikes on a trickle or
maintenance (float) charger, while others do not. Some may even from time
to time go out and start the bike to let it warm up. But what do you do to
prepare the bike for your first ride when the weather warms up enough to get
out for the first time.
For many it will go something like this. You are sitting in the house watching TV when your phone
rings, it’s one of your riding buddy’s. He says “Hey!! Let’s go for a ride”. You agree and he says he
will be there in a few minutes to get you. You unplug the charger from your bike and push it out of the
garage. You manage to get it started about the time he pulls into your driveway. You put on your
helmet and away you go. But what condition is your motorcycle in? Is it safe to ride? Is everything
working as it should?
Before every ride, but especially before your first ride of the season you should check over your
motorcycle to make sure it is safe. When I was riding Police bikes we were trained to check over the
bike before you take it out. Just like you looked over your patrol car before you started your shift. We
used a simple T-CLOCS check list that we borrowed from the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF).

T

Tires. Check air pressure, wheels, brakes, spokes, wheels.

C

Controls. Check levers, hoses, cables and throttle.

L

Lights and electrical switches. Make sure all are working properly.

O

Oil and fluids. Check oil, coolant and hydraulics. Look for leaks.

C
S

Chassis. Check drive train, chain and suspension.
accordingly.

If you add a passenger, adjust

Side stand (Kickstand). Make sure spring is secure and stand(s) operate properly.

It only takes a few minutes to check over your bike every time you ride and may save a breakdown or
something much worse.
Until we meet again.
Rick McCrea
MWRC Safety Officer and Editor
mwrc.safety@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON THE
2020 SPRING MWRC
Well, we have turned the page. 2019 is now in our mirrors and we are heading into 2020 full throttle!
Well at least here in Kansas we are. Our high yesterday was 49° so it was a very pleasant day to get a
ride in. As we are racing into 2020 means the registration deadline for the Spring Conference is rapidly
approaching. So, there is no better time than now to send in your registration form and get that room
reserved at the Hampton Inn.
Finding things to do and places to eat shouldn’t be too difficult. The Hampton Inn is adjacent to the
Kansas Star Casino, so if you would like to make a donation, or maybe win a few bucks, they will be
more than happy to assist you 24/7. The casino also has five restaurants and a bar. I should note that
the casino does NOT allow any outside alcohol to be brought in. But have no fear, the Hampton is
graciously providing us a place for a hospitality room where Kansas V will provide a beer selection. Of
course, we will also graciously welcome your favorite spirits as well.
Did you know the Kansas Star Casino is owned by the Kansas Lottery and operated by a third party?
Kansas statutes require that a portion of the profits be donated to the local school districts in the county
the casino is located in. In all of their infinite wisdom, Sedgwick County (the county Wichita is located
in) voted against having the casino in their county. The casino sits on the Sumner County side of 119th
Street south, which is the county line dividing
Sedgwick and Sumner Counties.
We will prove to you that not all roads in Kansas are
flat and straight, as our brothers and sisters in Kansas
I, III and VIII will attest. That might be the reason why
President Eisenhower picked Kansas for the first
Interstate Highway, but it definitely isn’t true for all
roads. Speaking of President Eisenhower, his
Presidential Library is only about 1.5 hours to our north
in Abilene, KS.
So now is the ideal time to block out June 4th – 7th, 2020 so you can come and see what all southcentral Kansas has to offer. We think you’ll be pleased. For more of the destinations that we are looking
at, check out the fall newsletter where we have listed a bunch of places. While you are on the MWRC
webpage, fill out the registration form, print it, and mail it.
We should also point out the Conference location is in a rather rural area. I would recommend that you
stop and fuel, top off, your bike prior to arriving at the hotel. The nearest gas stations are 6-8 miles
away. If you are coming in from the north, there is a Quiktrip at 55th South and Broadway (old US81) in
Wichita. From the south, there’s the Belle Plaine service area on the Kansas Turnpike about 8 miles
south of the casino exit. About 6 miles to the east, is a Casey’s located at Rock Rd. and K-15 in
Mulvane. Wellington, KS is about 15 miles south of the casino on old US81 where you will find several
choices for fuel.
This will be the first Conference that Kansas V has hosted so we are all a bit nervous. I’m positive we
will pull it off and may want to do it again in the future. It will also be the first conference that many of,
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well actually most of, my members have attended. I’m hoping that by hosting they will see the
comradery and fun times that are had and will be attending future conferences.
So, get registered because we want to see you in June!
Duane Potter, President
Editor’s note: I have been advised a concert (Air Supply) has also been booked by the casino for the
Saturday night of the banquet. The thoughts by the host chapter is that if reservations are not made while
the rooms are blocked you may not be able to get a room.

UPDATE ON THE
2020 FALL MWRC
Nebraska 1 is looking forward to hosting the Fall 2020 Mid-West Regional Conference, in Hot Springs,
South Dakota. Registration will open at 3:00 PM (Mountain Time), Thursday September 10, 2020, at
the Mueller Center, which will be the host venue. The hospitality room will be open, with snacks, and
the beer will be cold. The hospitality room and a 50 / 50 are the only events planned on Thursday.
The host hotels are the Hills Inn and the Baymont. Both are very near the host venue, and an easy
walk. I have heard rooms are going quickly. You will want to get your reservation made sooner rather
than later. The reduced rates at Hills Inn and the Baymont are good the Wednesday before to the
Wednesday after. Mention Blue Knights to get the reduced rate and a phone call has worked better
than trying to reserve the room on-line. (See the “Events” page on the MWRC web-site for the
information sheet).
The back-up hotel is the Stay USA Inn. We have no reduced rate agreement with them. They are
about one mile from the venue. There is also an Econo-Lodge about two blocks away from the venue.
There are other motels further away from the venue. I wouldn’t recommend the Super 8, in Hot Springs.
It has terrible reviews.
The planned events for Friday the 11th are: self-guided rides, in the area, the hospitality room, a Taco
Bar, late-afternoon meal, prior to loading up in the buses to go to the lighting ceremony at Mount
Rushmore. The bus ride will be time sensitive, it will leave at the posted time. The meal will need to
be completed prior to.
After the bus ride back, again the hospitality
room will be open and we will have a 50 / 50.
We will have snack items and a DJ from
Nebraska 2 at the hospitality room.
Please note, if you are planning on
attending the lighting ceremony on your
registration, we are going to need a fairly
accurate number to get the necessary
amount of buses, and to pin down our costs,
as Nebraska 1 subsidizing a substantial part
of the cost. If you don’t pre-pay, there may
not be room for late additions.
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Saturday the 12th will be, a pancake feed breakfast at the Mueller Center and the business meeting.
We will have some guided rides with possible destinations of Black Hills Harley, in Rapid City, by way
of the Needles Highway, or Iron Mountain Road. Lunch will be on your own.
Another planned ride will be to Sturgis by way of Van Ocker Canyon. Sturgis has a motorcycle museum,
J & P Cycle, an Indian dealer and many other locales of interest. Lunch will be on your own in Sturgis
also.
If you go on one of these rides, you’ll need to hustle back to Hot Springs, for the banquet. Each of
those scenic rides is around one and one-half to two and one-half hours, to get there, with the “quick”
way back being over an hour.
Other closer rides would possibly be Crazy Horse, Wind Cave National Park, Custer State Park or
Mount Rushmore in the day-time.
Nebraska 1 will be providing a one-day pass to the first 180 registrants to Custer State Park which will
be necessary for the Needles and Iron Mountain Ride, or to do the Wildlife Loop at Custer State Park.
The banquet will have recognition of dignitaries, awards (a couple will be ones that haven’t been done
at other Conferences, at least for a while), the meal, another 50/50 and the raffle drawing. Post banquet
the hospitality room will be open, with the DJ.
Sunday the 13th will be another pancake feed breakfast at the Mueller Center, and goodbyes, until
Spring 2021 in Grand Forks.
Nebraska looks forward to hosting our 35th Anniversary party with help for South Dakota 1 in one of the
best riding spots in the country. (Think the Sturgis Rally without the crowds.) There is a lot to do in the
surrounding area so I would recommend coming early and staying late.
Ride to the Hills With Pride in September 2020
Frank Bergmark,
President NE-I

CONFERENCE DUES ARE DUE
In order for a chapter to remain in good standing with the Conference, each chapter must pay dues of
one dollar per member with a maximum of twenty-five to the Conference on an annual basis.
The dues must be paid before the chapter will be allowed to vote at the MWRC business meeting.
You can mail your dues to:
Tom Luellen
MWRC Secretary/Treasurer
2733 E. Battlefield Ave. Suite 154
Springfield, MO 65804
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE’S
Iowa:
Kansas:
Manitoba:
Minnesota:
MN Interim:
Missouri:
Nebraska:
North Dakota:
Oklahoma:
South Dakota:

Dave Eyman
Jim Miller
Peter Savinkoff
Chris Boerner
Larry Klink
Don Tyes
Bobby Clark
Mike Knoop
open
Keith Schroeder

BKIARep@gmail.com
jimmiller@jim-san.com
tundrapjs@shaw.ca
cboerner9@aol.com
luvnit1800@comcast.net
bigdude@stjoelive.com
bobbyc1563@gmail.com
mknoop@srt.com
keithschroederlrlec@gmail.com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS
Before each newsletter, I send out a request to each of the State Representatives asking them to send me
articles for the Mid-Knight News. This time I had 6 state representatives answer the request.

IOWA:
I was invited to and attended holiday parties hosted by NE II in Omaha and IL XXVI in Galesburg
recently where outstanding Blue Knight fellowship and fun were observed. Several weeks into the
‘cold’ season, there is not much riding in Iowa.
Stay warm and stay safe
Dave Eyman
Iowa Representative
Iowa I riders took to the road on New Years Day and participated in their annual Artic Run ride. The
weather was unseasonably warm, so a short ride with a lunch took place. Many events were added to
our 2020 calendar this year, we are trying an alternating breakfast/dinner fellowship ride every other
Saturday. The first breakfast already took place the weather was more typical for the Midwest so the
riders were drivers.
Mark Clark
Iowa I Secretary
Iowa I had their chapter elections with the following results, Dave Eyman President: Brian Utter Vice
President; Mark Clark Secretary; Terry Sorensen Treasurer; Scott Egerton Safety Officer; Trent Eyman
Webmaster, Clint Elmore Director; Nick Kloppenborg Director.
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KANSAS:
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We are looking forward to winter
leaving and spring arriving, bringing with it the upcoming riding season. There are a couple events this
year in Kansas that we encourage everyone to attend.
Kansas III will host their 2nd Annual Spring Fling at 2:00 pm on Saturday, April 25th, 2020. We will
provide food, beverages, live music, and fun. You are welcome to tour our Clubhouse Complex. One
of the many things you will see on display there is the first Blue Knights T-shirt ever made (back in
1975). Be sure to check out the new Kansas III Wall of Honored Guests. The Back-atcha Band will play
from 6:00 to 10:00. This will be a great time! A suggested donation of $20 per person would be
appreciated.
Kansas V will host the MWRC Spring Conference in Mulvane, KS from June 4th through June 7th, 2020.
It will be at the Hampton Inn and Kansas Star Casino. In addition to gambling, the casino has five
restaurants on site and a bar that has live music on Friday & Saturday nights. There are many things
to see in the area. Strataca is an hour away in Hutchison, KS. It is a salt mine museum, and you can
go 650 feet below ground into the old salt mine. The Kansas Cosmosphere is also in Hutchison. For
more information you can contact Duane Potter (316-285-8655, duane.potter@sbcglobal.net) or Lloyd
Youel (316-737-4942, lloyd.youel@gmail.com). This will be a great Conference! See you there!
“Ride With Pride”
Jim Miller
Kansas State Rep
Kansas III President

MANITOBA:
No report.

MINNESOTA:
Happy New Year and decade to all our fellow brothers and sisters of the knighthood and your families.
Greetings from the north, land of cold, snow and Minnesota nice. Most of us are wallowing in misery
wishing for the riding season to come quickly. But we’ll make it and appreciate it more when it gets
here. Now that the New Year is upon us we can look back at some great riding, vacations and just
plain fun we had in 2019.
First, Minnesota-I has to let everyone know that the Winter Blah’s Celebration, normally happening in
Bloomington, MN is cancelled for 2020. It would have been held on January 31st thru February 2nd
except that a hotel meeting room conflict occurred. Brian Gadd hopes to get back on track next
January.
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President Julie Lynne Kohl of Minnesota-VIII reports that on
July 13th 2019, their Blue Knight chapter departed on their
annual trip “Run to the Rock”. For those of you who are not
familiar with the Rock. The Freedom Rock is a painted rock
that sits off Hwy 25 near Menlo in Adair County, Iowa about
1 mile south of exit 86 on Interstate 80. Local artist Ray
“Bubba” Sorensen II, has been painting this 60+ ton boulder
since 1999.
Every year prior to Memorial Day, Sorensen paints this rock
in a tribute to veterans. The rock is painted on all sides with
images that reflect the sacrifices that our veterans have
made to grant us the freedoms that we all take for granted
at times. It is a strong reminder of what has made us the
United States the greatest nation on earth. The run to the
Rock is a two-day ride that begins early Saturday morning
rain or shine. The ride from Minnesota to Iowa has lately
become a pilgrimage stopping along the way at locations
where Sorensen has been commissioned to paint smaller
freedom rocks. Our chapter will stop to see several of the rocks that have not been visited by the group
in the past.
Arrival at the site of the Rock is always an auspicious
occasion. This Rock is different every year and most
of us stay off of the web site, so that we do not spoil
the splendor of seeing the new paintings for the first
time. It is always a great photo op. This rock is a truly
amazing experience. The feeling is like standing on
hallowed ground. The light post at the site has
become a place to hang mementos to remember
those how have been lost in the service to our
countries freedoms.
There is a web site for those who would like to know
more, www.thefreedomrock.com
MN-I reports that they have renewed 23 members and MN-IV added or renewed 50 members.
MN-IX reports that they have been able to again this year, conduct a very successful toy drive for the
counties of Olmsted and Goodhue in Minnesota. They worked with a Toys for Tots representative by
placing Toys for Tots boxes at various locations along with a few cash collection boxes and collected
the toys for them as the boxes filled. Their Chapter was also able to raise enough money to send a
veteran and his family to the Ironwood Christian Ranch for a weekend of zip lining, horseback riding
and other activities.
MN-IV would like to give a shout out to one of its members who has been with the chapter for three
years. Scott Grabowski has jumped in with both feet from the onset. He is a Minnesota motorcycle
safety instructor. He has donated his personal time to educate the chapter with updated riding skills
courses. He was voted in as Treasurer within his first year of membership and at the last election
volunteered to take on the Secretary position along with his treasurer duties when no one else would
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step up to run. He sets up several rides throughout the year including a BBQ run to Kansas City, a fall
and spring ride. His wife Lori is also an enthusiastic rider. Together they make great chapter members
and we enjoy their enthusiasm.
Larry Klink, assisting the State Rep, Chris Boerner

MISSOURI:
The weather in Missouri was so unseasonably warm this holiday season that Santa Claus arrived this
year on his Iron Horse. Many of our chapter members were able to find riding time which made the
season more enjoyable.
All the Missouri chapters showed the generosity and holiday spirit of the Blue Knights by providing gifts
and food to families and children in need. We hope the good weather and good fortune continues for
all this winter.
We have several Blue Knights events that are just a few months out. The Blue Knights LEMC 8th
Annual Fallen Officers Memorial Ride, hosted by Missouri X, is scheduled for May 23rd, 2020, in St.
Joseph, Missouri. Check the MWRC site for additional details.
Also mark your calendars for the Spring Conference hosted by Kansas V, June 4th – 7th, 2020, in
Mulvane, Kansas. Check the MWRC webpage for updates.
“Ride with Pride”
Donald R. Tyes, MO X
Missouri State Representative

NEBRASKA:
Happy New Year from Nebraska and we
hope everybody had a very Merry
Christmas. In December, NE II held their
annual Shop with a Knight event and their
Christmas party. NE II along with a donation
from Nebraska FOP Lodge #25, hosted
three families this year for Shop with a
Knight. Nebraska II had a great turnout for
their annual Christmas party that took place
at the Omaha Police Union Hall. The
Christmas party was also attended by
members from Kansas, Iowa, Missouri and
Minnesota Chapters.
During the cold season, NE II is doing some indoor fund raising with the Lancers hockey team during
their annual Guns and Hoses hockey game on Saturday, February 29th.
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NE I is continuing to work on details for Fall Conference in 2020. Please see President of NE I Frank
Bergmark’s article in this publication for details
Nebraska has had a light winter this year with
some days nice enough to shake the dust off the
bikes, but I am sure we will get our fair share of
winter to come.
Ride with Pride,
Bobby Clark
President NE II
Nebraska State Rep

NORTH DAKOTA:
No Report.

OKLAHOMA:
No Report.

SOUTH DAKOTA:
It is with heavy heart that SD I mourns the loss of Edna Schwenka on November 20th, 2019. Edna
was the wife of Chapter President Ron Schwenka. Her life is being memorialized with a brick that will
be placed in her name in Sturgis, SD. Her remembrance of life service was held at the Black Hills
Harley Davidson shop in Rapid City where she spent a lot of Ron’s money. Edna was always dressed
in the latest HD fashions. She was small in stature but had a huge personality that we will all miss.
SD I recorded $3600 in donations of money and time in 2019 with charities including gifts for the
forgotten. These are people in nursing homes that have no family in the area. The back-pack program,
providing meals for children. The West Unit, which is a home for troubled youth. Meals on wheels,
delivering meals at Thanksgiving.
The chapter is once again hosting a Winter Blahs party in Deadwood. Details for this event are on the
MWRC website.
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The itinerary information for the Bighorns Ride (late June 2020) is also on the MWRC website. This is
4 days and 3 nights on the road through some beautiful portions of Wyoming. I went on this ride for
my first time last summer and it was a great experience.
The MWRC 2020 Fall Conference will be in Hot Springs, South Dakota, September 11th – 13th. The
registration, meals, and meetings will be at the Mueller Center which is located adjacent to the Baymont
Inn, and a block from the Hills Inn. Contact information is also on the MWRC website. For those who
have been having issues contacting these hotels, the Hills Inn is seasonal and you may not get an
answer when you call. Please leave a message and you will be contacted by the management. The
Baymont is undergoing an ownership change and is currently closed. We expect the new management
to be on site at the beginning of February. Overflow hotel information is also on the website.
The Black Hills offers hundreds of miles of scenic highways for your riding enjoyment. Come early,
stay long! There will be guided rides, and maps available for self-guided rides. Devils Tower, Mount
Rushmore, Crazy Horse Monument, Wind Cave, Jewel Cave and the South Dakota Badlands are all
within range of a day-trip from Hot Springs, along with other historical sites and entertainment locations.
We’re looking forward to having you here in South Dakota this fall!!
Keith Schroeder
South Dakota I
SD State Rep.
Ride With Pride!

NEXT MID-KNIGHT NEWS
The next issue of the Mid-Knight News will be the Spring 2020 edition. The due date for articles will be
April 15th, 2020, with a publish date set for May 1st, 2020.
Anyone can submit an article to the Mid-Knight News, however, the article must be sent to me through
your chapter e-mail.
The articles should be done in MS “word” in Arial 12 point with both the
margins aligned. Due to the length of the Mid-Knight News, please limit your
article to one page.
Remember as the editor, I have final say in what is published.
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Board of Governors - Memorandum

TO:

All members of the Board of Governors

DATE: Tuesday, October 08, 2019
FROM: Brad Tollefson
Secretary, Board of Governors
SUBJECT: 2020 Election for Officers of the Board of Governors

Page 1 of 1

Next year (2020) is an election year for the Officers’ positions on the Board of Governors (BOG). This
will be our first on-line election. Candidates interested in running for a position must be a Regular
Member and be a current or past Chapter President. Interested candidates must submit (email) a letter of
intent to the Board of Governor’s Secretary commencing on
January 1st, 2020 submitted prior to
May 1st, 2020. Candidates whose letters of intent have been received on or before January 29th, 2020 will
be listed in the BOG Chairman’s report of the Sword & Shield Magazine.
Chapter Presidents shall have the ability to cast their vote on-line by secured electronic transmission. The
balloting shall commence Wednesday, May 20, 2020 and conclude at 0001 hours (Eastern Standard Time
Zone) on Friday, June 19, 2020. (BOG By-laws, Article 5B, Electronic Voting for Officers). The election
will be overseen by the Election Committee, Chaired by Bob Awtrey, SRC International Representative.
The results shall be announced at the BOG Annual Meeting to be held in Killarney, Co Kerry, Ireland on
Monday, June 22, 2020 at 0900 hours (GMT+1 time zone).
For additional information on available positions and eligibility for office please review the BOG By-laws,
Article 4, Officers and Eligibility for Office outlined below.
Respectfully,
Brad Tollefson
Secretary, Board of Governors
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