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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 

 Chairman’s Report – Brian Gadd 
Well, we’ve made it through the winter and 
are entering the riding season. With many 
states beginning to loosen restrictions and 
with Covid-19 vaccinations available, 
many of us are hopeful that we can see a 
beginning towards returning to a 
somewhat normal life. Of course, 
everyone has to weigh their personal risks 

and act accordingly.  
I have made the decision to attend events. Brenda & I 
travelled to Deadwood, South Dakota in March to attend SD 
I’s Winter Blahs party. Also attending were members of NE 
I and MN II.  It was great to see old friends and experience 
the Blue Knights camaraderie once again. 
As I write this, I am in Louisiana ahead of the Southern 
Regional Conference in Shreveport.  We will do some riding 
in the Lafayette area prior to attending the SRC on April 22-
25. As we are staying in LA XIV’s area, I reached out to 
Chapter President Randy Guidry and have already 
attended one of their events, with more scheduled.  Their 
hospitality has been outstanding!  I encourage any member 
that is travelling anywhere Blue Knights chapters are 
located, to reach out ahead of time. These chapters, at a 
minimum, are a resource and will more than likely invite you 
to any events or meeting happening in the area. 
Turning to conference news, our Vice Chairman Ken 
Delano has made the decision to resign from the 
conference board in March due to family health reasons.  
Ken told me the decision was difficult but wished to shift his 
focus in life to his family and especially his grandchildren. 
He will remain a Blue Knight and will attend functions as he 
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is able.  We wish Ken and his family the best and thank him for his service to the Conference. Ken was 
the Vice Chair from September 2016 thru March 2021. 
Regarding the vacancy, I sent the following email to every chapter for distribution:  
(in part) “… we now have a vacancy of Vice Chair on the Mid-West Conference Board. I met with Sec/Treasurer 
Tom Luellen and Int’l Rep Doug Casteel on Friday, March 12th to discuss the way forward. Since this current 
term is for all intents and purposes at the beginning, it was unanimously decided to hold a special election for 
the Vice Chair position rather than appoint a person to fill out the term. The position requires the person to be a 
current or past president and a member in good standing of the Mid-West Conference. Interested qualified 
persons should indicate their desire in running for the position in writing to Secretary Tom Luellen prior to the 
Spring Mid-West Conference business meeting being held on June 5th, 2021. Chapter Presidents or their designee 
in attendance will vote and decide the winner. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me, Secretary / 
Treasurer Tom Luellen or International Representative Doug Casteel for more information.” 
I will add that due to the way the bylaws are written, the winner will be appointed by me to fill out the 
remaining term. At the time of writing, we have received 1 nomination. 
Our Spring Conference is a GO.  Kansas V is hosting the Conference in Mulvane, Kansas on June 3rd 
– 6th. As you remember, this Conference was originally scheduled for spring 2020 but was moved to 
this spring due to the pandemic. Luckily, the chapter was able to work with the hotel to reschedule to 
avoid a financial hit but success is still contingent on attendance.  If you are comfortable attending and 
are able, I encourage you to support this chapter. 
The International election ballot email will be sent out around May 26th so please watch for it.  Voting is 
allowed until July 9th.    A majority of candidates will be attending our Spring Conference so it will be a 
good opportunity to find out more about them. I am hopeful for a great voting return rate from the 
MWRC. The results will be announced on July 11th in Prescott Arizona. 
The candidates are: (Listed alphabetically) 
President: 
DJ Alvarez (RGC) 
Doug Casteel (MWRC) 
 
Vice President North America: 
Roger Byars (RGC) 
Cal Ennals (TSC) 
Myron Joseph (TSC) 
Rory MacConnell (SRC) 
 
Vice President Europe: 
Brendan Condon (UKIC) 
Secretary: 
 
Jim Borza (RGC) 
Robert Seelye (WCC) 
 
Treasurer: 
John Bull (MDC) 
 (Note: Our ballot will not list the VP Europe position). 
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Check out the Mid-West Conference web page for information on upcoming events as well as other 
conference related matters.   http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com/events.html 
Hope to see you down the road!  
Ride with Pride! 
Brian Gadd, Chairman 
Mid-West Regional Conference 
 
 
 
 

SECRETARY - TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 
I don’t know about elsewhere in the MWRC, but the weather here in the Ozarks this 
spring has been all over the map. (I’m pretty sure that one day we had all four seasons 
in the same 24-hour period.) At the end of February, we had highs in the mid 60s. 
One week later we had a high of 5 degrees with a foot of snow. A week after that, 
highs back in the 70s. SMDH. But, as I’m beginning this article on this Saturday night, 
I’m looking forward to the fact that four weeks from tonight I should be sitting in 
Shreveport, LA at the close of the Spring SRC with Blue Knights from all over. I know 
of several friends who will be there from across the country and, somehow, I suspect 

there may be some time spent with beverages and cigars. From what I’ve seen on social media it looks 
like the MWRC will have a strong showing there. Have faith, brothers and sisters; the riding season is 
upon us! 
 
By now, I’m sure you’ve heard that Ken Delano has resigned his 
position as MWRC Vice Chairman. His enthusiasm will be 
missed on the board, but family always comes first. I’m pretty 
sure we’ll still see him and Laura at conferences, so be well my 
friend and we’ll see you down the road. To fill his position, we’re 
holding an election during the business meeting at the Spring 
Conference in Mulvane. If you are interested in running for the 
position, I need your declaration of intent in writing (an email is 
sufficient, address below) by the start of the meeting. We will 
hold a ballot vote.  
 

After being with you all in Kansas 
in June, in July I’ll be off to the 
joint WCC / SWC meeting in 
Arizona. As the International 
Convention in Ireland has been 
pushed (again) to 2022 the BOD 
and BOG annual business meetings will take place the last day of that 
conference. Watching the BOD elections results should be fun, and we’ll 
pass on the results as we get them. I’m also looking forward to the Fall 
MWRC in Des Moines.  
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Quick dues reminder, each chapter owes the conference $1.00 per member, with a cap of $25.00. 
Please send them to me at the address below, or bring them to Mulvane. If I haven’t received them by 
the business meeting in June, your chapter will not be allowed to vote on any business during the 
meeting. 
 
See you down the road, and RWP!  
 
Tom Luellen  
MWRC Sec/Treas 
2733 E. Battlefield St. Ste. 154 
Springfield, MO 65804 
417-860-2633 
spd846ret@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 
 

Since the last newsletter, I represented the conference at the International Board of 
Directors (BOD) meeting, on 03/06/2021 via ZOOM.  The minutes of that meeting are 
on the international website in the members only section.  To access the Members 
Only section, the username is your membership number (found on your ID card) and 
the password is your last name all in CAPITAL LETTERS.  
 
We approved international honorary members: Christine Fulton, King Albert II of 
Belgium, Joe Ball, Fred Noe, Terry Pendleton, Col. Allen West, WI Governor Scott 
Walker.  Each individual motion passed unanimously. 

 
Election Committee: The executive committee election ballots will be all electronic and will require a 
personal address, no corporate, business, or department emails can be used.  You can update your 
own information in the members only area of the international website. NO PAPER BALLOTS WILL 
BE MAILED! 
 
Headquarters Association: Will be having blueprints drawn up for the new HQ expansion/museum and 
putting it out for bid.  There is also a fundraiser to sell engraved paver bricks that will go in front of the 
building.  It runs thru June 30th and details are in the Sword and Shield Magazine. 
 
The Treasurer reported we ended 2020 approximately $98,000.00 in the black. 
 
The VP reported that 67 chapters had failed to renew so far.  There has been a new page added to the 
website for recruitment ideas to be collected.  It will apparently go online when the new VPs are 
installed. 
 
Board of Governors: Still looking for bids for the 2023 International Convention, which must be 
submitted by May 1st.  Meritorious Service Awards, Life Saving Awards, etc. need to be submitted to 
the BOG by May 1st. 
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There was an appeal heard where Mike Scarborough was appealing the decision of the International 
Verification Committee, who disqualified him as a candidate for North American Vice President.  After 
much discussion, the motion failed (7 Yeas, 8 Nays, 1 Abstention) with me voting in favor.  
 
Proposal 2021-0001 to amend the Constitution, The Articles of Incorporation to remove the 
requirement to publish the by-law ratifications in the magazine/newsletter from the by-laws 30 days 
prior to the international general membership meeting. Passed unanimously. 
 
Proposal 2021-0002 to amend the Constitution, Amendments to the Bylaws to remove the requirement 
to publish the by-law ratifications in the magazine / newsletter from the by-laws 30 days prior to the 
international general membership meeting. Passed unanimously. 
 
Proposal 2021-0003 to determine if the BOG and / or BOD have the legal authority to circumvent the 
established convention guidelines.  After a lengthy discussion, the motion passed (13 Yeas, 3 Nays, 0 
Abstentions) with me voting in favor.  
 
The next meeting will be July 17th at noon EDT.  This will be one week after the annual general 
membership meeting in Prescott, AZ on July 11th.  The deadline for the agenda is June 17th at 
16:00 EDT. 
 
As always, don’t hesitate to contact me if you need something. 
 
Ride with Pride, 
Doug Casteel, MWRC International Representative 
mwrc.rep@blueknights.org 
 
 
 
 

WEB MASTER REPORT 
 

 Here we are in April already. Spring is in the air! I hope everyone either has already gotten or are 
planning to get their vaccinations. The only way we can get back to normal is 
for everyone to get their shots and we can get back out and LIVE!! The website 
is going strong. We have had many, many visits to our site. Remember that if 
anything has changed with your chapter – either mailing address, web site 
URL’s (if you have one) or anything else – to be sure to let me know of the 
changes so I can keep your chapter contact information up to date. The only 
way a visitor can find out about your chapter is if you keep your information 
current. Also, if you have anyone transfer on to Heaven One, be sure to let me 

know so I can reflect that on our site. Likewise, if your chapter has any upcoming events that you would 
like listed on our web site be sure to get me the information so I can post it. The more the word gets 
out, the better your chances of having a successful event! Looking forward to seeing everyone in 
Mulvane, KS in June. It’s only a short seven weeks away. Hope to see everyone there…!  
 
Until then, STAY SAFE and as always, 
Ride with Pride, 
Wayne Schwartz 
MWRC Webmaster 
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SAFETY OFFICER REPORT 
 

Have you noticed in the last few years, highway maintenance workers as well 
as tow truck drivers, are wearing high - visibility clothing when near the 
roadway?  The reason is simple, the more visible you are to another motorist, 
the less likely you are to be struck by a vehicle.  It’s the same reason officers 
should wear a reflective vest when directing traffic. 
 
So, keeping this in mind, do you wear high-visibility gear when riding?  If not, 
is it because you think it looks "stupid" or it doesn't match the style of 

motorcycle you ride or you think someone will call you a "traffic cone" because of the way you look? 
 
Thousands of fatal motorcycle accidents 
occur every year due to drivers not seeing 
motorcycles on the roadway.  One of the 
best ways to increase your conspicuity, or 
obvious presence on the road, is to wear 
specially designed high-visibility clothing. In 
fact, one study found that motorcyclists are up 
to 37% less likely to be involved in a 
motorcycle accident when they are wearing 
high-visibility or fluorescent clothing. 
 
The most common reason riders give for 
not wearing high-visibility apparel is that it’s 
not the right style.  The right style is riding a black motorcycle with one headlight, a black half helmet, 
a black leather jacket with black chaps and one small tail light.  What you are doing is making yourself 
invisible to everyone else, then you wonder why the car did not see you and forced you to take evasive 
action.  Just because you should ride like you are invisible to everyone else, does not mean you should 
try to look the part. 
 
The same riders who would not think of wearing anything reflective when riding in good weather, are 
more than willing to wear reflective or bright colored raingear.  Why only when riding in bad weather, 
why not all the time? 
 
Think about what you can do to make you and your motorcycle more visible, more lights and wearing 
high-visibility clothing is cheap and may save your life. 
 
Ride Safe! 
Be Safe! 
Rick McCrea 
MWRC Safety Officer 
mwrc.safety@gmail.com 
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UPDATE ON THE 

2021 SPRING MWRC 
 

 
So, we’re a year late, but better late than never for the Spring Conference hosted by Kansas V at the 
Hampton Inn and Kansas Star Casino in Mulvane, KS.  Yes, we will be at a casino so those of you that 
wish to gamble can do so, there is also different places to eat in the casino as well including an all you 
can eat buffet.   
 
For those of you that haven’t seen the Ride 4 Cops memorial motorcycle, it will be on display in the 
Hampton Inn lobby during check in times.  Harry Herington, from Kansas III, had the motorcycle painted 
and has agreed to bring it to the conference. 
 
Remember, Saturday night banquet is a prime rib buffet, and we will also be having a cash bar before 
the dinner as well.  Friday night will be a catered BBQ meal by Meat Medic. 
 
We will also have two rides, one Friday and one on Saturday, as well as the “safety course” too.  
 
There will also be a traveling 9/11 memorial in Wichita that weekend as well.  We can get a ride there 
for those that want to see it. 
 
Also, we will be raffling off an Aero Precision AR Pistol chambered in .556, tickets for that are $25.00 
each.  The actual color of the pistol is combat grey, with digital camo on it as well.  It does have a slight 
blue tint to it depending on how the light hits it.  It will be on display during check-in.  If the lucky winner 
is from out of Kansas, it will be shipped to a dealer in their area and the winner will be responsible for 
any applicable transfer fees with that dealer.  Range 54 in Wichita, KS, is building the pistol for us. 
 
If you have not made room reservations yet, I would strongly recommend that you get them reserved 
ASAP.  There is going to be a kid’s wrestling tournament at the casino the weekend of the conference, 
so if we don’t fill up the block of rooms that we have reserved by the cutoff date of 5/15/21, the hotel 
may be full.  I have been assured that we still have 200 rooms blocked for the conference.  The phone 
number for the hotel is 316-524-3777 and the group rate is BLUE KNIGHTS. 
 
Kansas is set to end the mask mandate on 3/31/21 and it won’t be until after that when a decision is 
made by Kansas Star, whether they will require a mask in the casino or not.  Watch Facebook for 
updates on this and other conference information. 
 
SEE EVERYONE IN JUNE!!!!! 
 
Kansas V 
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UPDATE ON THE 

2021 FALL MWRC 
 
Greetings from Iowa III 
 
We are finalizing our work for the Fall 2021 MWRC being held in West Des Moines, IA.  
From September 9th – 12th   
Pre-registration $ 85.00 until August 20th, 2021.  
After August 20th, registrations will be $ 90.00 
T-Shirts available to pre-registered guests only, 
Registration cost includes; hospitality room Thursday, Friday and Saturday, (food on Friday), banquet 
Saturday night.  Breakfast Friday and Saturday, Continental breakfast Sunday morning. 
 
The host hotel is the Marriott West Des Moines, 1250 Jordon Creek Parkway, 
West Des Moines, IA 50266.  Phone 515-267-1500. 
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/dsmwd-west-des-moines-marriott/ 
Room rates are $99.00 + applicable state and local taxes per night for standard king rooms. 
Be sure to mention Blue Knights when making your reservation. 
Rates are good 2 days before and after the conference. 
Several self-guided rides are being planned; hospitality room will start on Thursday night. 
Registration forms can be found on our website at http://www.bkia3.com/Meeting.html 
 
 
Looking forward to seeing you in Kansas this June, 
 
Rick Fedson, Secretary Iowa III 
rmfedson@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE’S 
 
 
Iowa:   Dave Eyman  BKIARep@gmail.com 
Kansas:   Jim Miller   jimmiller@jim-san.com 
Manitoba:   Peter Savinkoff  tundrapjs@shaw.ca 
Minnesota:  Chris Boerner   cboerner9@aol.com  
Missouri:   Don Tyes    bigdude@stjoelive.com 
Nebraska:   Bobby Clark   bobbyc1563@gmail.com 
North Dakota:  Mike Knoop   mknoop@srt.com 
Oklahoma:   Tom Ashing    tomashing@cox.net  
South Dakota:  Keith Schroeder  keithschroederlrlec@gmail.com 
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
 
Before each newsletter, I send out a request to each of the State Representatives asking them to send 
me an article for the Mid-Knight News.  This time, I only had four state representatives answer the 
request.    
 
 
 
 
IOWA: 
 No report. 
 
 
KANSAS: 
 
No report. 
 
MANITOBA: 
 
No report. 
 
MINNESOTA: 
 
No report. 
 
MISSOURI: 
 
No report. 
 
NEBRASKA: 
 
Hello again from Nebraska, 
 
Well, it has been a long year and I am sure we would all like to put 2020 behind us and move on to 
getting back to some sort of normalcy. Nebraska II has gotten back to our in person regular scheduled 
business meetings and have several events and rides on the calendar. The first big ride that we have 
on the calendar is our “Big Dam River Run”. We are very excited this year because this is the first year, 
we have taken over the event and planned exclusively by NE-II. The event benefits the Madonna School 
and is planned for June 12th, 2021 with kickstands up at 0930. Shortly after that, we are preparing for 
our annual RiverCity Motorcycle Competition and Training held on July 15th - 17th. Registration is full 
for our competition this year and we are excited to have civilian and motor officers coming in from 13 
different states. If any of our neighboring chapters would like to come in to help, we could use all the 
help we could get for judging, set up and tear down. You do not have to help all three days, and anything 
would help. 
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Of course, we are all looking forward to seeing all of you at the upcoming conferences in Mulvane, KS 
and Des Moines, IA.  Have a great summer and be safe while riding and as always, “RIDE WITH 
PRIDE”!! 
 
Bobby Clark 
President  
Blue Knights LEMC NE-II 
BK Nebraska State Rep.     
 
 
NORTH DAKOTA: 
 
 
We’ve had an absolutely dry winter with many motorcyclists out on the streets and highways, some 
who could probably use a refresher course from their riding habits being observed. 
 
Hopefully, we will have a wetter spring with plenty of rain.  In the event of rain, there are several 
concerns about riding in the rain.  Be aware of the road and weather conditions as well as the tires on 
your ride. 
 
ND-II is planning a benefit ride in August for the Shop with a Cop program.  Once final details are 
completed, the information will be posted on the Facebook page. 
 
Mike Knoop 
North Dakota 
 
 
OKLAHOMA:  
 

It is ‘coming out time’!  Coming out of winter hibernation, but more especially the COVID 
- 19 situation. No one was sure if, or when we would ever get back to normal, and we 
haven’t fully arrived there yet, but we seem to be progressing. 
 
Unlike our northern brothers and sisters, being the southern most state of the conference, 

we don’t have to go into a full winter hibernation, we don’t have to shovel snow for months.  But a few 
let their trusty steeds rest a little more than normal and now is the time to get the trusty ‘steeds’ out, 
and start checking the tires, changing the fluids, charging the batteries, getting all fired up for our rides. 
We are so looking forward to our Spring Conference and the opportunity to once again visit with our 
brother/sister Knights.  It is time to renew our friendships and recall the memories of those that we have 
lost during these nine months.  
 
Like a lot of chapters, Oklahoma chapters are maintaining.  We have one chapter which hasn’t renewed 
as yet but trying to reach out to them and hopefully it is just an oversight on their part.  
In closing, stay safe, check on and pray for our brothers and sisters Knights. 
Until the day when we can again “Ride with Pride”. 
 
From Oklahoma State Representative,  
Tom Ashing 
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SOUTH DAKOTA: 
 
Greetings from South Dakota!  It has been 
a strange spring in South Dakota so far 
with 80+ degrees on Easter Sunday, then 
a foot of snow two days later.  The temps 
have been a real roller coaster, but there 
have been some good days for riding. 
 
SD I hosted its annual Winter Blahs get 
together in Deadwood, SD in March.  
Attendees from outside of the Chapter 
included the MWRC Chairman Brian 
Gadd, and his wife Brenda, MN State Rep. 
Chris Boerner, and Nebraska I members 
Danny Dub and his wife Janelle, and 
chapter president Frank Bergmark and his 
wife Marcia.  This was a great event and 
we thank those who came in from such 
distances to participate. We hope you had 
a great time! 
 
SD I will be sponsoring the annual Bighorns ride again this year in late June.  The details for the ride 
are on the MWRC website, or available by contacting me, or Dave Thorsgaard. So far we have a very 
good size group planning to attend and motel rooms along the way are limited.  Blocks have been 
released, so motel costs may be subject to seasonal rates. 
 
We’re looking forward to another great riding season!   
 
For anyone planning to attend the Sturgis Rally this year, please consider dropping us a line and 
meeting up for a beverage or meal! 
 
RWP 
Keith Schroeder 
Secretary SD I 
MWRC SD State Representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 


