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CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT
It is hard to believe the changes that have
occurred since the last newsletter. With
the Corona virus (COVID-19) raging
world-wide, I’m afraid our lives will be
changed forever.
Most states have
imposed stay at home orders restricting
our movements outside to obtaining
essential items such as food and
medicine. I sincerely hope that you, along with your family
and friends, have been healthy and remain so.
This new reality has forced the cancellation or
postponement of many Blue Knight events. This includes
our Spring Conference. After consultation with Kansas - V
and North Dakota - I, the Mid-West Conference Board met
in special session via video conference on April 4th. The
Board approved moving the 2020 Spring Conference (to be
hosted by KS - V in Mulvane KS) to spring of 2021 at the
same location.
All arrangements were able to be
transferred by the hotel/casino without any penalty by the
host chapter. Consequently, ND - I had their scheduled
conference moved from spring of 2021 to spring of 2022.
As we are required to hold 2 business meeting per year, we
decided that we will still hold our spring business meeting
on June 6th at 10 am. It will be accomplished via video
conference using the ZOOM app. It will be possible to call
in by phone if you are unable to join the video conference.
Further details will be provided by Secretary / Treasurer
Tom Luellen.
On a sad note, we lost two Blue Knights on January 20th.
Don “Pappy” Cravens was laid to rest on January 25th in
Oklahoma City. Pappy was 87 years old and had been a
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Blue Knight for 35 years. I was grateful that I was able to attend the service to pay my respects. Blue
Knights attended from Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas and Minnesota. Dusty Wallace
of KC Metro also transferred to Heaven - I. A Celebration of Life gathering was scheduled for May 2nd
but has been postponed due to the pandemic.

I am hopeful that the crisis will pass soon and we can then resume a somewhat normal life. We can
look forward to our Fall Conference being held in Hot Springs, South Dakota on September 10th – 13th
hosted by Nebraska - I and South Dakota - I. See the Mid-West Conference web page for information
on this as well as other events. http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com/events.html.
Just a reminder that the Board of Governors elections are still ahead. Chapter presidents should watch
their personal email for their chapters ballot later in May. A list of the candidates (listed alphabetically)
will be found at the end of the newsletter.
Hope to see you down the road!
Ride with Pride!
Brian Gadd, Chairman
Mid-West Regional Conference

VICE-CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
March came in like a lamb, went out like, well, I can’t think of anything to compare
it with. I have started this article several times. Most Blue Knight events that have
been planned into June have be canceled, postponed and/or rescheduled. This
includes the Spring MWRC. Please check the Facebook group and MWRC website
for up to date information.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/793667281065441/
http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com
Our Facebook group, Blue Knights Mid-West Conference, has 420 members so far. All Blue Knights,
and their family members, are welcomed to join. You only need to answer a couple of questions to be
added. The purpose of the group is for MWRC events and important information. Chapters are more
than welcomed to add chapter events to the calendar. Please keep everything Blue Knights business.
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Since our last newsletter, we have added two new members to Heaven One.
Don “Pappy” Cravens. Oklahoma - II
Dusty Wallace, Kansas City Metro.
Celebration of Life for Dusty was scheduled for May 2nd, but has been postponed. Please keep an eye
on the Facebook group for any updates on that.
I am happy to say that all MWRC Chapters renewed for 2020. Speaking of chapters… on the BK
International Website under the members section, there are contact lists for all International,
conference’s and chapter’s. It’s very handy to have especially when traveling.
I hope to see everyone in person this summer / fall. So far, the Fall MWRC is still on in Hot Springs,
SD in the southern part of the Black Hills. Fantastic riding, wild life viewing and history all at the same
time. Same area that the Sturgis Rally is held. Won’t be as crowded though!
Until we meet again……. Ride With Pride
Ken Delano

SECRETARY - TREASURER’S REPORT
“May you live in interesting times.” The origin of this quote is, for the most part,
unknown but it certainly applies today. Our world today is uncertain at best, both
fluid and stagnant at the same time. Closures, cancellations, lockdowns, restrictions
and the like are changing day by day but most of us are stuck at home making up
things to do. (That is, if we’re lucky. There are those of our number still out fighting
the good fight. If you can help them in any way, please do.) However, life in the 21st
century is equipped to handle this. Ordering groceries on line, banking via mobile
deposit, downloading music from cyberspace, video meetings etc. are things we are
all using now. Only time will tell, but my suspicion is this test run of living remotely
will affect how much we go back to living face to face. Good or bad, right or wrong, our world is
changing.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that our founding father, Ed Gallant, has been in and out of the
hospital for the last several weeks with a combination of problems. He sure could use some positive
vibes. In addition, I know there are Blue Knights who have contracted Covid-19 and they could use
some of the same thoughts.
By the time you are reading this report you will, most likely, know that the Spring MWRC in Mulvane
has been postponed to June of 2021. The MWRC Board met to discuss all the ramifications of this,
including all the dominoes that will fall, which included moving the bid we awarded to ND - I for the
Spring 2021 to Spring 2022. (ND - I graciously said yes without hesitation.) The most immediate
concern was how to still have a business meeting in June. In the coming weeks, I will be sending out
information to each chapter about how to access Zoom, the web-based meeting service we will be
using. The meeting will be Saturday, June 6th, at 10:00 hours. I will also be sending out minutes from
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Davenport, the treasurer’s report, and the minutes from the recent board meeting to each chapter so
they can review them prior to the meeting.
A couple reminders about business we need to conduct. This is an election year and, by our by-laws,
all candidates need to declare their intent in writing prior to the end of the June business meeting. If
you are interested in running for Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary/Treasurer, or International
Representative, please send me your written intent. Given that we won’t be in the same room in June,
it would help immensely if I knew who is running ahead of time. We will also call for bids for the Fall
2021 conference.
Lastly, please send your 2020 MWRC dues to me at the
address below. All MWRC chapters owe $1.00 per member,
with a cap at $25.00, to the Conference. If your chapter has not
paid you will not be allowed to vote on any business at the June
meeting.
Tom Luellen MWRC Sec/Treas.
2733 E. Battlefield St. Ste 154
Springfield, MO 65804
spd846ret@hotmail.com
417-860-2633

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT
I pray that all of you are healthy during this unprecedented time. Like most of you, I
am under a stay at home order and have been for some time. I have spent a lot of
time in the garage polishing motorcycles and making sawdust. I hope they get this
virus under control so we can get back to some semblance of normal.
With many conference meetings and the international Convention being cancelled, we
have been scrambling to come up with alternatives to get club business done. The
MWRC is looking at holding our meeting via ZOOM and the International is looking at
doing an abbreviated convention later in the year. You will get that information as
soon as I do.
Since my last report, I represented the Conference during the International Board of Directors (BOD)
meeting in March, where the following proposals were discussed:
International Honorary Committee – The following International Honorary Members were approved:
Christine Fulton, Joe Ball, King Albert II, Fred Noe, Scott Walker, Colonel West, Terry Pendleton, and
Vice President Mike Pence. All of them were unanimous except VP Pence, who I voted against simply
because the offer has been out there for two years and nobody has been able to get to him, so he has
not accepted the offer.
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Election Committee – The Board of Governor’s (BOG)
Election is moving forward, and this year will be
electronic. Each president must have a personal email, no
corporate or department emails will be allowed for voting. If
you are a President and have a corporate or department
email listed with the International, please contact HQ and get
it changed to a personal email account so you can vote in
the upcoming BOG Election.
Headquarters Committee – Bids were requested for a 30 x
20 addition to HQ and only one company submitted with a
bid for $194,000.00 with a 12 - 24 month start date. DJ
wants to explore using the available funds to purchase a
commercial property that we could lease to get some
income.
Treasurer – A bid in the amount of $6,375.00 was accepted
for an audit. The other bidders ranged in the $9,000.00 to
$10,000.00 range.
Vice President – Current membership numbers are 558
Chapters with 15,091 members. We ended last year with
17,000 plus members. It appears bad, but we currently have more members than we did at this time
last year. 59 chapters have not renewed yet.
Office Manager – All renewals have been processed and mailed out.
President – Ireland had to cancel the 2020 International Convention due to the Covid-19 Virus and
requested to move it to 2021 with the same prices and deposits guaranteed. Meanwhile, over the last
several months, VA - V has agreed to help by putting on the 2021 convention and had been working
towards that end. There was a lengthy discussion because everyone wanted to be fair to both chapters
because of the work they did. After the discussion, I made a motion to have the 2021 Convention in
Ireland, June 13th - 18th simply because their chapter stood to lose 20,000 Euro and the membership
could possibly move their travel dates and not lose money they already paid for travel. That motion
passed with 15 yea / 1 nay, I voted in favor.
Since the 2020 International was cancelled, the BOD will be looking for a location to hold a general
membership meeting. More will follow as soon as we can pull something together. We are looking for
late August or September in hopes that things will be back to some semblance of normal by then.
On the Bessie Small case, the judge ordered us back into mediation. On advice of our attorney, we
agreed to drop the lawsuit. However, there is still a court ordered restitution still in place.
Proposal 2020-0001 Bylaw amendment to add a membership classification of Tenured Honorary was
tabled after a lengthy discussion so I can change some wording.
Proposals 2020-0002 - 2020-0012 Bylaw amendments to add a Vice President to cover Europe was
tabled after a lengthy discussion.
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Proposal 2020-0013 Donation of $750.00 from the International for charitable purposes in the Bangor
area to promote the Blue Knights®. This was a budgeted item. Motion passed with 15 yea / 1
abstention, I voted in favor.
Proposal 2020-0014 To increase the per capita payment to the Conferences by 25%. The motion
failed to get a second, so it failed.
The next meeting will be June 13th, 2020 at 11:00 EDT and proposals must be in no later than May
14th, 2020 at 16:00 EDT.
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. I monitor my corporate email on
all of my electronic devices.
Ride with Pride,
Doug Casteel
MWRC International Rep
mwrc.rep@blueknights.org

WEB MASTER REPORT
I hope everyone and their families are healthy and safe during this period of
“shelter at home”. Hopefully things will relax somewhat soon and we can get back
out and socialize together now that the weather has warmed up for most of us.
The website is running smoothly and folks have been keeping me advised of
updates or changes as time goes by. I will try my best to keep everyone up-to-date with any event
additions, cancelations, modifications, and postponements. If your chapter has any changes to their
mailing address or web page URL’s be sure to let me know so I can keep the information current on
our pages. Who knows when we will be able to get together again (hopefully in the fall in Hot Springs,
SD) but until then please stay safe, hug and love your families, and try to stay in touch with each other.
Until we can see each other,
Ride with Pride!
Wayne Schwartz
MWRC Webmaster
wayneschwartz@comcast.net
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SAFETY OFFICER REPORT
I hope everyone is doing well. I know many of us are not getting much riding
done, as for the most part, we are in a “shelter in place order”. For most of us,
it looks like the order is set to expire in early to mid-May, so with any luck, we
might be able to start riding again. When that happens, be careful and look
out for everyone else. In this newsletter, I am going to briefly discuss “Motion
Induced Blindness”.
In a motor vehicle accident, wherein a speeding car hits a slower moving vehicle coming from the side,
the speeding car’s driver often swears they just didn't see the vehicle coming from the side.
Well, they may not be lying. They really didn’t see the vehicle coming from the side, in spite of it being
the middle of the day. This phenomenon on the car drivers' part is known as "Motion Induced
Blindness". It is unbelievable, but true, and it is definitely frightening. Armed forces pilots are taught
about motion induced blindness during training, because it happens faster at high speeds and to some
extent, it is applicable to car drivers also, especially the fast ones. So, if you drive a car, please read
this carefully.
Pilots are taught to alternate their gaze between scanning the horizon and scanning their instrument
panel, and never to fix their gaze for more than a couple of seconds on any single object. They are
taught to continually keep their heads on a swivel and their eyes always moving. Because, if you fix
your gaze on one object long enough while you yourself are in motion, your peripheral vision goes blind.
That's why it is called ”Motion Induced Blindness”.
Until about three decades ago, this "heads on swivel & eyes moving" technique was the only way to
spot other aircraft in the skies around. Now days they have on-board radars, but the old technique still
holds true.
If you are driving at a high speed on a highway
and if you fix your gaze on the road straight
ahead, you will not see a car, a motorcycle, a
buggy, a bicycle, a buffalo or even a person
approaching from the side. Now reverse the
picture. If you are crossing a road on foot or on a
bike and you see a speeding car approaching,
there's a good chance that the driver isn't seeing
you, because their peripheral vision may be blind.
And you may be in that blind spot.
If you want to see the effect of “Motion Induced
Blindness”, you can go to YouTube and search for
“Motion Induced Blindness”, they have several
examples you can view.
Be safe!
Rick McCrea
MWRC Safety Officer
mwrc.safety@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON THE
2020 FALL MWRC
Hopefully the madness is over by September 10th, 2020 and Nebraska - I and South Dakota - I will see
many of you at the 2020 Fall Mid-West Regional Conference.
Nothing has changed, as of yet, except motel rooms are getting scarce at the two closest motels: the
Hills Inn and the Baymont. The Baymont did add suites in the Blue Knight block of rooms at a rate
slightly more than a standard room. Call both direct rather than booking on-line, to get the discounted
rate.
The Stay USA Inn is the backup motel, but there are several others in Hot Springs.
If you have any questions about any other motels, you may contact me at: frankb@hallcountyne.gov
and I’ll try to answer or find out an answer for you.
A deposit has been made for the buses to take most everyone to the lighting ceremony at Mount
Rushmore. So far, most everyone who doesn’t live nearby has signed up for the bus ride. I think
anyone who goes will be favorably impressed.
After self-quarantining, it’ll be good to get out and ride in the Hills. This conference will be about riding,
but there is a lot to do in Hot Springs and in the Black Hills area that is non-motorcycle related.
We’re going to furnish a day pass to Custer State Park, to the first 180 registrants. This will allow you
access to Iron Mountain Road, Needles Highway, Custer State Park and the Wildlife Loop. The pass
will be good Saturday. You should be able to complete one or maybe two of those rides and still get
back for the banquet.
Speaking of the banquet, our caterer’s
restaurant burned down, but we will have
food, I guarantee it.
The hospitality room will be open daily. We
are not selling any alcoholic beverages so
hours will be flexible.
We will have the Mueller Center to
ourselves and it is a great facility.
The planned itinerary is:
Thursday:
Registration starts at 15:00 Mountain Time. Hospitality room is open at 15:00.
Friday:
Registration; hospitality room; self-guided rides around the Black Hills; possibly a group ride; early
evening meal and busses load to go to the lighting ceremony at Mount Rushmore. We will have a
Nebraska - I member DJ’ing in the hospitality room in the evening.
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Saturday:
Late registrations, hospitality room; pancake breakfast; the business meeting, some guided rides; rides
on your own; the banquet; the raffle for prizes, along with the silent auction for a couple of really nice
prizes.
Sunday:
Pancake breakfast and goodbyes.
The rates at the Hills Inn and the Baymont are good from the Wednesday before to the Wednesday
after. Stay and enjoy the Black Hills without the crowds of Sturgis.
Motel information is available at the Mid-West Conference web site under events.
Info on Hot Springs is available at: (800) 325-6991, or google the Hot Springs, SD Area Chamber of
Commerce web-site.
Nebraska - I appreciates South Dakota -I letting us do this in their backyard and hope to see as many
of you as can make it. Come and help us celebrate our 35th anniversary as a chapter of Blue Knights.
Frank Bergmark,
President Nebraska - I

UPDATE ON THE
2021 SPRING MWRC
Welcome to spring! Well, I think it’s spring, there’s snow in the forecast for Kansas the next day or two.
Let’s just jump right into the important stuff. The Spring 2020 MWRC Conference has fallen victim to
Covid-19.
The Kansas Star Casino is still closed, and we don’t know for sure when they will be able to reopen.
After conferring with Chairman Gadd, he presented to us an option of hosting the Spring 2021
Conference instead. We took the dates of June 3rd through 6th, 2021. Both the Hampton Inn and Kansas
Star Casino, graciously agreed to moving our conference to those dates.
For those that have already made reservations at the Hampton Inn you are all set. The Hampton is/has
already moved those reservations to the corresponding dates in 2021. So, if you have a conflict and
can’t attend in 2021, you will need to contact them and cancel your reservation.
Unfortunately, the Kansas Star Casino is not able to guarantee the costs of our banquet until they are
back to work. We should have our prices locked down by September and can report on that at the Fall
Conference.
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If you have paid your registration fees, then you are all set for 2021, we will honor your payment as
payment for 2021, even if we do incur some additional costs. But we also understand that you may
rather have us refund your payment. If that is the case, please email me (duane.potter@sbcglobal.net)
and I will have our Treasurer send you a refund.
I’ll close with saying that we
are bummed that we have
had to make this decision, but
I really think we made the
right call. Should you need to
contact the Hampton Inn,
their contact information is
below. As we get more
information, we will post it on
the MWRC Facebook page.
Hampton Inn & Suites I-35 / Mulvane
785 Kansas Star Drive
Mulvane, KS 67110
Telephone: 316-524-3777
Mention “Blue Knights” to get our $89.00 a night rate.
Don’t forget, the hotel is a proud partner of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and they contribute
$3.00 for every room per night to St. Jude. So, if you stay for 3 nights that equals $9.00 to St. Jude.
Our registration form can be found on the MWRC website under the events tab. Looking forward to
seeing everyone in September in the beautiful Black Hills.
Duane Potter, President
Kansas - V

CONFERENCE DUES ARE DUE
In order for a chapter to remain in good standing with the Conference, each chapter must pay dues of
one dollar per member with a maximum of twenty-five to the Conference on an annual basis.
The dues must be paid before the chapter will be allowed to vote at the MWRC business meeting.
You can mail your dues to:
Tom Luellen
MWRC Secretary/Treasurer
2733 E. Battlefield Ave. Suite 154
Springfield, MO 65804
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UPDATE ON THE
2019 SPRING MWRC
Happy 2020 to all my Blue Knight brothers and sisters. The Missouri - III (St. Louis Metro) Chapter has
had a generally mild winter until recently, like most places in the Midwest. I wanted to take a moment
to thank everyone who was able to come out to the MWRC hosted in St. Louis last summer. We had
an amazing turnout, a fantastic conference and it was a good fundraiser for our club. So, what’s
next? It’s time to share our success and promote the brotherhood of the Blue Knights with some very
deserving organizations. In the past couple of months, we have made donations to a variety of local
charities.
I wanted to take a minute to highlight two of them specifically. In November, our chapter made a
$2,500.00 donation to The BACKSTOPPERS Inc. via the Budweiser Guns and Hoses event. The
Backstoppers Inc. is a St. Louis based organization that helps the families of Police and Firefighters
killed in the line of duty. They have helped over 170 families since they started in 1959. They serve
13 counties in eastern Missouri and five counties in Illinois. Currently, The Backstoppers are actively
assisting 80 families with 70 dependent children. They step in within 24 hours of a qualifying line of
duty death and address any expenses related to that officer’s funeral service. The years of support
after includes paying off mortgages to college tuition for the children of fallen officers. They coordinate
many programs and support events for families and children of our fallen officers. The Budweiser Guns
and Hoses event is the largest fundraiser put on by The Backstoppers. It is a combination boxing and
mixed martial arts contest, with 20 - 25 fights the night before Thanksgiving every year in St. Louis. It
is a BLUE and RED holiday party with 25,000 friends you haven’t met but dozens you have. The Blue
Knights Missouri - III chapter was unanimous in becoming a Silver Level sponsor for this year’s event,
knowing how many blue and red families we get to be a part of helping.
The second organization our chapter recently donated to was in support of the National Law
Enforcement Memorial Foundation/ Police Unity Tour. Before anyone gets too excited, these two
wheeled shiny bikes with narrow black tires only have one seat and two pedals. Pedals, not highway
pegs. The Police Unity Tour is a 4 day bicycle ride, covering almost 400 miles, to Washington DC
during Police Week. The Police Unity Tour had over 2,500 riders last year and raised over 2.5 million
dollars for the National Law Enforcement Memorial Foundation. Their motto is “They ride for those who
died.” Locally we have five police officers who will be participating in one of the largest fundraising and
awareness rides for law enforcement in the country. The sixth member, and support team driver is a
Blue Knight member, me. I am more than happy to ride my two-wheeler and keep the rubber side
down. I just prefer that two-wheeler have a throaty rumble of an exhaust system versus the wheezing,
gasping and exhaustion of me trying to pedal 400 miles. The men and women of Missouri - III pledged
$1,000.00 to support the fundraising goals of Team Missouri in this May’s Police Unity Tour.
I have had the pleasure to be a part of my Blue Knights Chapter for 15 years now. Opportunities to be
a part of a group that gives back like our chapter has over the years is amazing. We always try to
promote the Blue Knight brother / sister hood and ensure our actions bring honor to the
organization. These two donations are just one way to keep the spirit of this organization alive and I
felt it needed to be shared. We all got in this profession to help people and I’m proud to know my
chapter is continuing to support that idea.
Ride with Pride
Jeff Cook
Vice - President

Missouri – III
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE’S
Iowa:
Kansas:
Manitoba:
Minnesota:
MN Interim:
Missouri:
Nebraska:
North Dakota:
Oklahoma:
South Dakota:

Dave Eyman
Jim Miller
Peter Savinkoff
Chris Boerner
Larry Klink
Don Tyes
Bobby Clark
Mike Knoop
Tom Ashing
Keith Schroeder

BKIARep@gmail.com
jimmiller@jim-san.com
tundrapjs@shaw.ca
cboerner9@aol.com
luvnit1800@comcast.net
bigdude@stjoelive.com
bobbyc1563@gmail.com
mknoop@srt.com
tomashing@cox.net
keithschroederlrlec@gmail.com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS
Before each newsletter, I send out a request to each of the State Representatives asking them to send
me articles for the Mid-Knight News. This time, I had 7 state representatives answer the request.

IOWA:
Greetings from Iowa:
Dave Eyman, BK Iowa Representative
bkiarep@gmail.com
With of the recommendations from our Governor and her advisors, the establishments across Iowa
where our chapters usually meet and gather, are all closed. I remain hopeful that this ‘new’ normal will
go away soon, as current and former community guardians, I’d encourage you to continue doing what
you need to do in order to best protect yourselves and your families. We have become all too familiar
with the aspects of social distancing.
This does not mean you cannot be planning and working on future events. I hope that most have
shared the cancellation news regarding our 2020 Spring Conference. Conferences are wonderful
fellowship events and most that attend and want to attend have felt the impact of their absence.
Microsoft and Google have applications for video conferencing that may need to be implemented if the
restrictions continue. I’m not an authority on these options, however, I’d guess someone in each
chapter has an individual or more that can look into it. Other community groups are using them in place
of face-to-face meetings.
Related to this pandemic, thankfully I have received no reports of COVID-19 affecting Iowa Blue
Knights. I pray that this continues. The light at the end of this tunnel is on and getting brighter.
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If you’re having a difficult time dealing with this, for whatever reason,
I’d encourage you to reach out to your chapter executive teams and
seek their council and guidance. At the same time, I’d encourage
chapter leadership to do the same and reach out to their members.
Isolation can easily lead to depression. A simple phone call may
help lift another’s spirits.
Hello from Iowa - I
Mark Clark, Chapter Secretary
ia1@blueknights.org
In response to the COVID-19 restrictions, like most we haven’t had
the opportunity to gather in a couple months. Our calendar of events
has been suspended until the restrictions are lifted.
We have had a unique March / April. We have had rain,
thunderstorms, hail, high wind advisories, flooding and as recent as
a couple days ago…. it snowed. We’re looking forward to May
bringing a lift to the restrictions and better riding weather.
We are sending emails and making telephone calls to check on our
brethren and common rider friends.
Sadly, we need to share that tragedy and sorrow visited us recently with the on-duty death of a former
Iowa - I Blue Knight. Hampton Illinois Chief of Police Terry Engel died as a result of injuries received
in an automobile accident while responding to a 911 call for help in his community. Terry Engel joined
Iowa - I in 2014 and left us in 2015 upon selling his motorcycle. Terry maintained contact, he always
had a smile to share and his heart of gold was genuine. He will be missed and will always be
remembered as a friend and brother rider. Please keep his wife Kathy and their children in your
thoughts and prayers.
Join us as we congratulate Iowa - I Blue Knight Robert Dearmore for graduating Army basic training on
April 9th. Attendance at their graduation was closed due to COVID-19. When he completes his AIT
training, he will be a member of the Iowa Army National Guard.

KANSAS:
No report.

MANITOBA:
No report.
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MINNESOTA:
Of course, there has been enough talk about the COVID-19. By Governor’s order, we are stay-inplace, I suspect soon, until the end of April. We are allowed to take drives (translate motorcycle) but
must maintain our social distancing. I’m all for that and most Minnesotans are taking this seriously,
thank God. I don’t think anyone in Minnesota has had club meetings over the past two months. I, for
one, miss our group.
We must give a shout out to those who have been on the front lines and wish them and their families’
good health and well-being. May all our brothers and sisters working or not be safe every day.
I would like to give one more shout out to those on the front lines that we don’t think about enough and
who are always there in our corners whether you are from Minnesota or any other chapter, conference
or International. That is to all the Blue Knight Chaplains out there who are praying for us and for the
safety and recovery of their own flocks. MN - IV Chaplain, Mike Haseltine, has been burning the candle
at both ends. He is a direct line between us and God. He brings the healing power to us and much
more.
This is not just a physical disease but
an emotional one as well.
The
isolation from friends and family can
be devastating. It is important that we
stay focused and the chaplain can
help us do that. Many chaplains are
holding online services from their
churches. Chaplain Haseltine says
he talks to a lot of his parishioners
and that they don’t express so much
a worry about getting the virus but
about how long it will last and things
get back to a new normal. He speaks
regularly to local officials and
community leaders to help wherever
he can. He says, people are also longing to see family members, children and grand-children. Of
course, they worry about when they can get back to work and how they are doing economically. People
worry about others who have the disease or are in close contact with those that have it such as our first
responders and grocery store clerks. Worries of the future of our country and how this will impact how
we interact after it’s over are all concerns.
Won’t it be nice to get back to hugging each other again?
Thank you to all the chaplains out there who have our backs in prayer and give us hope and solace in
knowing that this WILL end. We will ride again and meet again in the near future. The brotherhood
will survive and we will be able RIDE WITH PRIDE.
As of Saturday, April 4th, one of our Founding Fathers, Ed Gallant, was back in the hospital. He turned
83 this year and has been ill over the winter. We give him and his wife, Maggie, our best wishes and
hopes for a speedy recovery.
Larry Klink, Assisting State Representative.
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MISSOURI:
I hope everyone is staying safe. Corvid -19 hit us with a thump at the beginning of the year and we are
still dealing with it. Many events for our club have been postponed or cancelled. The state of Missouri
is no different than many other states as we too are under a “Shelter-in-Place” order. Because we are
not sure what the immediate future holds, in terms of shelter-in-place orders, Missouri - X has changed
the date of the Fallen Officers Memorial Ride to October 3rd, 2020. The event times will remain the
same. We look forward to seeing you at this event as we continue our tradition of honoring our fallen
heroes.
Here is a list of MWRC Blue Knight events which have been cancelled so far this year:
1. The “Celebration of Life” for Kansas City Metro Member Dusty Wallace
2. The Kansas - III “Spring Fling”
3. The MWRC Spring Conference in Mulvane, Kansas. (postponed until June 2021)
Finally, for those Blue Knight members and their families that are still on the front lines, please make
sure to use all the personal protective equipment that is made available to you. Stay safe my brothers
and sisters. We will get through this together. Hopefully we will see everyone at the MWRC Fall
Conference on September 10th, 2020 in Hot Springs, SD.
“Ride with Pride”
Donald R. Tyes, MO - X
Missouri State Representative

NEBRASKA:
Hello from Nebraska - I am sure we are all feeling the stress and
restrictions that the entire world is feeling due to the Corona Covid 19
pandemic. These are trying times for everybody but please be assured
that we will all get through this and I believe we will be better than ever
before. As I am sure all of you are doing, we have had to cancel our
monthly meetings, rides and special events for April and into May.
Nebraska - II has cancelled their River City Motorcycle Challenge this
year that was scheduled for July. Nebraska - I and South Dakota - I
however is continuing to plan for a great Fall Conference in Hot Springs,
SD, September 10th - 13th, 2020.
(Please see http://www.blueknightsmwrc.com/events.html for additional
details on the Conference.)
Prior to the pandemic, NE - II was able to get in at least one fundraiser
with the Lancer Hockey team. Money was being raised for the COPS
organization and NE - II was able to donate $1000.00 to send families of fallen officers to Washington
DC during Police week which was unfortunately cancelled this year. NE - II had a couple great outings
prior to the pandemic. They got together to throw axes and had a great day at the shooting range and
a short ride followed by dinner.
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Please protect yourself and families during this extremely
dangerous time and we will all be out riding together very soon.
"Ride With Pride"
Bobby Clark
President
Blue Knights LEMC NE - II
BK Nebraska State Rep.

NORTH DAKOTA:
As everybody has experienced, there will be a shortage of conferences and chapter meetings until this
virus has worked its course and we are allowed to meet. Unfortunately, we are not able to get ride
schedules or benefit rides designated at this time. Until the time we are able to get together, be safe,
be strong.
Mike Knoop
North Dakota

OKLAHOMA:
This is a new world to me and my first time, so please bear with me. First, a great big ‘thank you’ to
our previous State Representative Dave McDermott. Dave has been our Rep for so long, and did such
a fine job, but has asked to be replaced as he would like to have more free time with his “advancing
age.” Conference Chairman Brian Gadd asked if I would take the position for a while, and I agreed to
do so on a temporary basis. Therefore, if anyone would like this position, please contact me or Brian.
Oklahoma II started the year off on a sad note with the loss of our President Don ‘Pappy’ Cravens. Don
was a 35-year Blue Knight and one of two remaining charter members of our chapter. A thank you
from his widow Karen to all the Blue Knights who attended his memorial in January. Blue Knights from
many states attended, which shows there are no borders to the bond created by membership in the
Knights.
Normally like many others coming out of winter hibernation, we would be getting the trusty ‘steeds’ out,
checking the tires, changing the fluids, getting all fired up for our rides. Instead, like most of the world,
we are enduring a situation, like we have never seen. We are seeing our local meetings, conferences,
events, and the even the International Convention cancelled. Our lives have been drastically changed.
Having said such, there is not much news that can be reported as to chapter events. All Oklahoma
chapters are anxiously awaiting the end of this pandemic, so we can get back to riding and socializing.
We miss our friends, the time span from the fall conference to the spring conference has always been
a long nine months, but now it has been increased till who knows when.
In closing, keep staying safe, check on and pray for our brother and sister Knights.
Until the day we can again “Ride with Pride”
Oklahoma, State Representative
Tom Ashing, OK – II
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SOUTH DAKOTA:
SD - I has cancelled meetings and other events due to the COVID-19 issue. We are still getting out to
ride when weather allows, but not in large groups. I find that being on the motorcycle is a great way to
practice my social distancing!
Easter weekend brought snow to the area ranging from a few inches to over a foot. With temperatures
set to increase for the next few weeks, we’ll be out again in no time.
We’re sad that Blue Knights events are being cancelled or postponed around the world. We hope that
when this “thing” turns around and the fear goes away, that our lives will all be a bit more normalized.
Other than this, I have nothing to report.
And remember that you can always call, text, or email your friends and family. Reduced face to face
contact doesn’t have to mean no contact. Stay in touch and share your stories of roads ridden and
brothers and sisters visited.
Now more than ever, stay safe out there!
South Dakota
Keith Schroeder, SD - I
State Rep.

ELECTION - BOG OFFICERS 2020
CHAIRMAN

CHAPTER

YEARS PRESIDENT

KAREN BORZA
TED LITTLETON
RORY MACCONNELL
DOMINIC SQUILLACE

TEXAS - XXXI
AUSTRALIA - I
FLORIDA - XVIII
PENNSYLVANIA – X

1999 - 2000
2018 – PRESENT
2008 – 2016 / 2019 – PRESENT
1994 – 1999

VICE - CHAIRMAN

CHAPTER

YEARS PRESIDENT

BRENDAN CONDON
EDWARD GAIBL
BRADLEY TOLLEFSON

IRELAND – I
MASSACHUSETTS – I
LOUISIANA – II

2004 – 2017
2010 – 2016
2011 – 2013

SECRETARY

CHAPTER

YEARS PRESIDENT

MYRON JOSEPH
GLEN WHEAT

NEW YORK – IX
INDIANA – II

1994 – 97 / 2002 – 16 / PRESENT
2010 - 2013

TREASURER

CHAPTER

YEARS PRESIDENT

MICHAEL RICKARD

NEW YORK – V

1998 – 2004
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